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Introduction 

In order to survive, nations need strong in 
genre services. But the idea that the CIA is pr 
ily an intelligence-gathering operation is its ell 
of the agency’s greatest propaganda triumphs 
Despite its name, the Central Intelligence / 
cys main purpose is—and has always been—can 
out covert operations involving economic w ar 
rigged elections, assassinations and even gen on 
The CIA is also expert at distorting intellig 
to justify its own goals, and this “disinformal 
leads to dangerous illusions among our policy 
ers. But e o v e rt o p e ra t io n s a re i ts life's bio o d. 

Forty-two of the CIA’s biggest crimes —far fr 
complete list—are described briefly in this h 
(The Sources section on pp. 90-91 tells you vv 
to find more details about them.) This litany o 
gal T murderous activity is enough to chill the b 
of anyone who cares about liberty and justice. 

As long as the CIA exists, our government 
break any law it chooses in the name of nation 
curity. Anyone for whom democracy is more 
just a word should be working to abolish the 
For some ideas on how to do that, send a SA!j 
Odonian Press at Box 32375, Tucson AZ 85751 

Mark Zepez 


About the Author 

Currently editor/publisher of the Tucson Q 
News, Mark Zepezauer was formerly associate 
tor of the Santa Cruz (CA) Comic News and 
editor of the Santa Cruz Sun. He’s the author ol 
Nixon Saga: A Pathography in Twelve Parti 
can he reached by e-mail at tompainlss@aol.cr 


3 












The CIA's Greatest Hits 


Contents 

Introduction . 3 

About the Author........ . 3 

Hit 01: The Geblen Org .*.6 

Hit # 2: Operation Gladio . 8 

Hit 03: Iran ...*.*.. 10 

Hit 04: Guatemala .*. 12 

Hit 05: MK ULTRA . P ... 14 

Hit 06: Zaire . 16 

Hit 07: The U-2 Incident. . 18 

Hit 08: The Bay of Pigs . .20 

Hit 09: fohn T. Kennedy . 22 

Hit 010: Vietnam 1945-1963 . 24 

Hit 011: The Dominican Republic .... 26 

Hit 012: Malcolm X... . 28 

Hit 013: Indonesia. . 30 

Hit 014: Greece .*.. ..32 

Hit 015: Martin Luther King, fr. .„. ..34 

Hit 016: Robert Kennedy . ..36 

Hit 017: Chile .*. 38 

Hit 018: Vietnam 1964-1975 . 40 

Hit 019: Laos ..-. 42 

Hit 020: Cambodia .....,. .44 

Hit 021: Operation CHAOS .*. 46 




























Mark Zepezdj 


Hit #22: Drug Trafficking . 

Hit #23: Watergate. 

Hit #24: The Mighty Wurlitzer. 

Hit #25: Angola . 

Hit #26: Orlando Letelier . 

Hit #27: Team B . 

Hit #28: fonestown . 

Hit #29: The October Surprise 

Hit #30: Libya . 

Hit #31: Grenada . 

Hit #32: El Salvador . 

Hit #33: Nicaragua .,. 

Hit #34: Iran/contra . 

Hit #35: Pan Am Flight 103 .... 

Hit #36: Afghanistan . 

Hit #37: South Pacific . 

Hit #38: Crooked Banks . 

Hit # 39 : Panama . 

Hit #40: Iraq . 

Hit #41: Haiti . 

Hit #42: Yugoslavia . 

Sources.- 

Index ... 

Other books in the Real Story series... 




: 
































The CIA 's Greatest Hits 


Hit #1: The Gehlen Org 

One of t he most important of all CIA operations 
began before the agency was even born. Many 
Nazi tenders realized they were going to lose 
World War 11 and started negotiating with the US 
behind Hitler's back about a possible future war 
against the USSR. In 1943, future CIA Director 
Allen Dulles moved to Bern, Switzerland lo begin 
back-channel talks with these influential Nazis. 

Officially; Dulles was an agent of the OSS (the 
Overseas Secr et Service, the CIA's predecessor) 
hut he wasn't above pursuing his own agenda with 
the Nazis, many of whom he had worked with 
before the war. Indeed, as a prominent Wall 
Street lawyer, Dulles had a number of clients— 
Standard Oil, for one—who continued doing busi¬ 
ness with the Nazis during the war. 

So it s not surprising that when Hitler's intelli¬ 
gence chief for the Eastern front, General 
Re in hard Gehlen (GAY-len), surrendered Lo the 
US, he expected a warm reception—especially 
since he had buried his extensive files in a secret 
spot and planned to use them as a negotiating chip. 

General Gehlen was whisked to Fort Hunt, 
Virginia, where he soon succeeded in convincing 
his captors that the Soviet Union was about to 
attack the West. The US Army and Gehlen 
arrived at a “gentlemen's agreement A 

According to the secret treaty, his spy organiza¬ 
tion—which came to be called the Gehlen Org— 
would work for, and he funded by, the US until a 
new German government came to power. In the 
meantime, should Gehlen find a conflict between 
the interests of Germany and the US, he was free 
to consider German interests first. 
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Gehien even made sure he got approval fo 
arrangement from Hitler's appointed sucre 
Admiral Doenitz, who was in a cushy prison 
war camp for Nazi VIPs in Wiesbaden, Germs 
For almost ten years, the Gehien Org was 
ally the CIA's only source of intelligent 
Eastern Europe. Then, in 1955, it evolved int 
BND (the German equivalent of the CIA) w 
of course, continued to cooperate with the Cl 



Gehien w as far from the only Nazi w ar cri 
employed by the CIA. Others included Klau 
bie (“the Butcher of Lyon"), Otto von Boise! 
(the Holocaust mastermind who worked c 
withEichmann) and, SS Colonel Otto Skorzi 
great favorite of Hitlers). There's even evi 
that Martin Bormann, Hitler's second-in 
mand al the end of the war, faked his own 
and escaped to Latin America, where he w 
with CIA-linked groups. 
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The CIA's Greatest Hits 


Hit #2: Operation Gladio 

The CIA was created hy the National Security Act of 
1947. The ink was barely dry on it before an army of 
spooks began marching through the law's major 
loophole: the CIA could “perform such other func¬ 
tions and duties...as the National Security Council 
may from time to time direct.” This deliberately 
vague clause opened the door to a half-century of 
criminal activity in the name of “national security,” 
One of the first duties the NSC deemed neces¬ 
sary was the subversion of Italian democracy,,.in 
the name of democracy, of course. Italy seemed 
likely to elect a leftist government in the 1948 elec¬ 
tion. To make sure Italians voted instead for the 
candidates Washington favored—leftover brown- 
shirt thugs from Mussolini’s party and other Nazi 
collaborators—millions of dollars were spent on 
propaganda and payoffs. It was also intimated 
that food aid would be cut off if the election results 
were inconsistent with US desires. 

The US got its way in 1948 without having to 
resort to violence but—as was discovered in 1990— 
the CIA had organized a secret paramilitary army 
in postwar Italy, with hidden stockpiles of 
weapons and explosives dotting the map. Called 
Operation Gladio (gladius is Latin for sword), the 
ostensible excuse for it. was laughable—the threat 
of a Soviet invasion. But the real purpose wasn’t 
so funny—Operation Gladio’s 15,000 troops were 
trained to overthrow the Italian government, 
should it stray from the straight and narrow. 
Similar secret armies were formed in France, 
Belgium, the Netherlands and West Germany— 
often directed, quite naturally; by former SS oHi- 
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cers. They didn't just wait around for the Rut 
to come marching in; they assembled huge 
caches (many of which remain unaccounted 
compiled blacklists of leftists and, in France, p 
pated in plots to assassinate President DeGauh 



Many members of Operation Gladio wer 
in a shadowy organization known as P-2; it tc 
Financed by the CIA. P-2 had connections wi 
Vatican and the Mafia, and eventually w 
international fascist umbrella organization 
the World Anti-Communist League (see Hit : 

One of P-2's specialties w as the art of pr 
tion. Leftist organizations like the Red Bri 
we re i nfiltrate d, fjnanced an d/or ere ate d, a 
resulting acts of terrorism, like the assassi 
of Italy’s premier in 1978 and the bombing 
railway station in Bologna in 1980, were b 
on the left. The goal of this “strategy of te 
was to convince Italian voters that the left w 
lent and dangerous—by helping make it so. 
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Hie CIA '$ Greatest Hits 


Hi t #3: Iran 

The history of the CIA in Iran shows that, it isn’t 
the Failures of the agency we need to worry about, 
nurr*.erous though they are. Its successes—and Iran 
is one of the biggest-are far more dangerous. 

I tie CIA did exactly what was asked of it in 
Iran , deposing a mildly nationalist regime that 
was a minor irritant to US policymakers. As a 
direct result, a fiercely nationalist regime came to 
pow er 26 years later, and it's proved to be a major 
irritant to the US ever since. 

In 1951, Dr. Mohammed Mossadegh, “the most 
popular politician in the country,” was elected 
Prime Minister of Iran. His major election plank 
was the nationalization of the only oil company 
operating in Iran at that time-British Petroleum. 
The nationalization bill was passed unanimously 
by the Iranian Parliament. 

Though Mossadegh offered BP considerable 
compensation, his days were numbered from that 
point on. The British coordinated an international 
economic embargo of Iran, throwing its economy 
into chaos. And the CIA, at the request of the 
British, began spending millions of dollars on 
ways to get rid of Mossadegh, 

The CIA s plans hinged on the young Shah of 
Iran, Reza Pahlavi, a timid and inexperienced fig¬ 
urehead. (He was a mere shadow of his father, who 
had led a pro-Nazi regime during World War II.) In 
1953, with CIA backing, the Shah ordered Mossa¬ 
degh out of office and appointed a Nazi collaborator 
as his successor. Demonstrators filled the streets in 
support of Mossadegh, and the Shah fied to Rome. 

Undaunted, the CIA paid for pro Shah street 
demonstrators, who seized a radio station and 
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announced that the Shah was on his way bad 
that Mossadegh had been deposed. In reali 
took a nine-hour tank battle in the stree 
Tehran, killing hundreds, to remove Mossade 

Compared to the bloodshed to follow, how 
that was just a drop in the bucket. In I 
Amnesty International concluded that the S 
CIA-trained security force, SAVAK, had the 1 
human rights record on the planet, and thf 
number and variety of torture techniques tin 
had taught SAVAK were “beyond belief.” 

Inevitably, in 1979, the Iranian people 
threw the bloodstained Shah, with great b 
ness and hatred toward the US for installin. 
and backing him all those years. The rariicd 
d amenta list regime that rules Iran today 
never have found popular support wit hoi 
CTA's 1933 coup and the repression that folio) 
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Tfa CIA's Greatest Hits 


Hte # 4; Guatemala 

II y»u ever need a reminder that the CIA was 
hi lira ded and run by lawyers, you won’t need to 
loolw any further than the overthrow of 
Guifcemalan democracy. The Dulles brothers were 
pa toners in the Wall Street law firm of Sullivan & 
Cromwell; time permitting, they also worked for 
th«LJS government With John Foster Dulles head¬ 
ing! lie State Department anti Allen Dulles heading 
th«CJIA, they were the czars of Eisenhower's for¬ 
eign policy, and they made sure that the interests 
ol Sullivan & Cromwell clients w ere n't ignored, 

h 1951, Jacobo Arbenz was elected president of 
Guatemala by a landslide in a free and fair election. 
He hi oped to transform Guatemala “from a back¬ 
ward country with a predominantly feudal economy 
io a modern capitalist state." The CIA, however, 
weighed in heavily on the side of feudalism. 

AA hen Arbenz appropriated some unused land 
controlled by the Rockefeller-owned United Fruit 
Connpany (for which United Fruit was duly com¬ 
pensated), the company undertook an extensive 
PR campaign in the US, designed to paint Arbenz 
as o tool of Lite International Communist conspir¬ 
acy. John Foster Dulles, ever alert for opportuni¬ 
ties to roll back the red menace—and to help out a 
valued client—convinced Ike that Arbenz must go. 

Brother Allen's CIA was only too happy to take 
the job, which ended up costing only about $20 
m ill io n. The agency s p on s o re d a p r op a ga n d a 
offensive and hired about 300 mercenaries who 
sporadically sabotaged trains and oil supplies. 

Finally, in June of 1954, unmarked CIA planes 
staged a series of air raids on the Guatemalan capi- 
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tal and dropped leaflets demanding Arbenz’s i 
nation. At the same time^ CIA-run radio sin 
warned of the impending invasion of an o court 
rebel army (actually the agency's 300 hired Ih 
Considering discretion the better part of v 
Arbenz fled, leaving Guatemala in the hands rj 
CIA’s handpicked stooge. General Castillo Am 



The CIA has always been particularly prti 
the Guatemalan operation, which inauguro 
series of bloodthirsty regimes that mure] 
1 n ore t h a n 100,000 Gu ate m a 1 a n s o ve r the n <■ 
years. In retrospect, however, some CIA vet- 
concluded that ii may have come off too 
leading to a certain overconfidence. As on < 
officer put it, “We thought we could kno J 
these little brown people on the cheap.” 
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The CIA's Greatest Hits 


Hit # 5; MK-ULTRA 


The CIA says its mind control experiments were a 
strictly defensive response to Chinese “brainwash¬ 
ing" of US POWs during the Korean War (cap¬ 
tured US pilots were making public statements 
denouncing US germ warfare against civilians). 
Actually. US brainwashing experiments predate 
the CIA itself. 



CIA mind control activities (also called behavior 
control) did accelerate in 1953, under a program 
that was exempt from the usual oversight proce¬ 
dures. Code-named MK-ULTRA, many of its files 
were destroyed by CIA Director Richard Helms 
(who was with it from the start) w hen he left office 
in 1973, but the surviving history is nasty enough. 

MK-ULTRA spooks and shrinks tested radia¬ 
tion, electric shocks, electrode implants, micro¬ 
wave s, ultrasound and a wide range of drugs on 
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unwitting subjects, including hundreds of pr 
ers at California's infamous Vacaville State Pt[ 
The CIA saw mind control as a way to creat 
t ure~pro of c on ri ers (by i m planting m e m o ri e 5 
can only be retrieved with a prearranged signal 
programmed assassins, as in 77ie Manchurian 
didate. There’s evidence Sirhan was treated 
CIA-linked shrink before killing RFK (see Hit 
The agency also wondered if it could diso 
its adversaries with mind-altering substance 
LSD, It was so fascinated with LSD that, in 19 
tried to buy up the entire world supply. For \ 
years, the agency was the principal source of 
in the US, both legal and otherwise (one CLA 
nected dealer produced tens of millions of dos 
Before ultimately dismissing LSD as 111 
dictable, the CIA tested it. on countless peopl 
eluding its own—without their consent, prov< 
several suicides. One CIA germ-warfare 
hurled himself out of a tenth-story window ai 
"‘surprise” dose. It was 22 years before his f 
found out the real reason for his death. 

The agency also rented a series of a par tin 
staffed them with prostitutes and watched tin 
one-way mirrors to see the effects of various 
stances the prostitutes slipped to the un i 
johns. When CIA auditors found out about th 
1963) , MK-ULTRA was supposedly shut duv\ 
fact, it was simply renamed MKSEARCII 
some of its more exot ic projects w ere trimmed 
The CIA says all its behavior control opera 
ended when Helms left in 1973. If you be 
that, maybe they did learn some useful teehn 
from all those brainwashing experiments, 
see Hit #28.) 
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The CIA's Greatest Hits 


Hit # 6; Zaire 

When the Congo (as Zaire was then known) won 
H.s independence from Belgium in I960. Patrice 
Lumumba became its first: prime minister. He was 
o charismatic leader who enjoyed strong support 
in the parliament, but he was able to hold office 
f o r o n l y twn m o n th s. 

A leftist, Lumumba attempted to steer a neutral 
course between the US and the USSR—no easy 
( ask. As Kwarne Nkrumah of Ghana pointed out, 
it was perfectly all right, for Britain and France to 
maintain diplomatic relations with the Soviets, 
but a ny Afric an I ea <1 e r vvho dared to do th is 
became an enemy of t he US. 

Such was the fate of Lumumba. Though the CIA 
regularly bought and sold Congolese politicians.” 
it feared that Lumumba's oratorical talents would 
make him a thorn in their side even if he were 
maneuvered out of power. So they decided it 
made more sense to kill him. 

Cl A Director Allen Dulles ordered Lumumba’s 
assassination. (A 1975 Congressional inquiry 
decided that “a reasonable inference” could be 
drawn that this was done with Eisenhower’s 
assent.) The agency dispatched a lethal virus to 
Africa, hut before it could he used on Lumumba, 
he was deposed by Zaire's president (who had 
CIA hacking) and fled for liis life. 

With the CIA's help, Lumumba was captured 
in December I960 by the troops of General 
Joseph Mobutu, who'd assumed control of the 
government. Lumumba was held prisoner for 
over a month, interrogated, tortured, then final¬ 
ly shot in the head. His body was dissolved in 
byd rochloric aci d. 
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Mobutu has run Zaire ever since, and the 
the country's vast mineral resources led the 
into a marriage of convenience with him. 
CIA station in Zaire is the largest in Africa.) 

Mobutu is worth billions. Almost 40% of 2a 
national revenues accrue to him and his cro 
while the average Zairian makes $190 a year. 


He hands out life sentences to student prc 
ers for “insulting the president,” tosses oppos 
politicians into mental hospitals, suppresses 
gion and the press. He's so hated by his ecu 
men that he once had to live in a barge ii - 
m id die of the river. 

Mobutu’s brutality eventually alarmed eve 
CIA, who backed a 1977 uprising against 
When it failed, however, the CIA and Mo 
kissed and made up. In 199^, another re be? 
began and continues to vie with Mobutu for po 















Tfe CIA's Greatest Hits 


Hit # 7; The U-2 Incident 

TWard the end of his career, President Eisen- 
haver began to have second thoughts about the 
pe>pie he’d served faithfully all his life. In his 
faiswell address to the nation, he warned of “the 
potential for the disastrous rise of misplaced pow¬ 
er inherent in the 11 military-in dust rial complex/ 1 

Vt least some of Ike's misgivings could be traced 
to he U-2 incident of eight months earlier* He'd 
plained a peace summit involving the leaders of 
die US, the USSR, Britain and France. It was to be 
die culmination of his "crusade for peace” and a 
limited nuclear test ban treaty was supposed to 
emerge from it. 

Then, on the eve of the conference, an 
American U-2 spy plane landed smack in the mid¬ 
dle of Russia. Worse, the Eisenhower administra¬ 
tion was caught in a lie. First it claimed that an 
’unarmed weather research flight” had strayed 
into Soviet territory. Then it learned that, the 
pilot, Francis Gary Powers, had been captured 
olive, thousands of miles from any border (and on 
May Day, no less). The Soviets were predictably 
inrensed, and the summit was ca 11ed oIf. 

In fact, contrary to Soviet claims and press 
reports, the U-2 wasn't shot down—it descended 
and crash-landed due to a fuel shortage. This was 
revealed by CIA Director Allen Dulles at a secret 
congressional hearing (the record of which was 
declassified in 1975). 

At the same hearing, Dulles casually remarked 
dial he “assumed” the U-2 flight had been autho¬ 
rized by the president. This was highly unlikely (to 
say the least), since Ike had not only ordered that 
all such flights be curtailed in preparation for his 
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historic summit with Khrushchev, but had 
temporarily scaled back covert operations in ( 
and Tibet as a way of showing good faith. 

It’s much more likely that the crash of the 
was intended to sabotage the peace sum mi 
addition to fearing a lessening of tensions will 
Soviet Union, US hard-liners were incense 
Ike's failure to back the CIA-inspired Himga 
uprising in 1956 (although if he had, ii could i 
led to nuclear war). 



Ike took full responsibility for the l)-2 incidi 
it was either that or admit, it had been done be 
his back. But in a taped phone call to John McC 
(JFK's CIA Director), Ike, working on his nj 
oirs, groped for an explanation: “1 don't want i 
accusing people of having fooled me, but... 
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" CIA 's Greatest Hits 


It # 8: The Bay of Pigs 

len Cuban revolutionary Fidel Castro over- 
Ijw the US-backed Batista dictatorship in 1959, 
Hosed down the casinos and brothels and 
iionalized all businesses. This deprived the 
Ra—and other US-based multinationals—of a 
y profitable cash cow. 

7 ice President Nixon, who had longstanding 
1 with the Mob (through his best friend, Bebe 
lozo, among others), began plotting with the 
K to eliminate Castro. They did this largely 
lind Eisenhower's hack, fully expecting that 
Ion would be the next president- When JFK 
x elected instead, he inherited an operation—an 
asion of Cuba at the Bay of Pigs—about which 
had serious misgivings. 

Vbile JFK was eager to gel rid of Castro, he didn't 
iit to use I S forces to do it—just Cuban exiles. The 
i hoped they could provoke an incident that 
m Id force JFK to use the US military. When he 
H his ground and refused, the whole invasion 
fed (in April 1961). 
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It probably wouldn't have succeeded in 
case. Security for the operation was poor, as 
the training given the 1500-man invasion forc< 
planned phony attack on the US base at Guan 
amo never happened, nor did the agency's ot 
ace in the hole—the assassination of Castro. 

The CIA had hired the Mafia to kill Cat 
(something they both dearly desired); the hit 
to occur at the same time as the invasi 
Ironically , because the CIA’s left hand didn't kr 
what its right hand was doing, the Mob's hit t 
was almost assassinated himself. He was on. 
eight JFK-backed exile leaders chosen to hot 
post-Castro government, hut Nixon had th 
detained during the invasion. If the invasion 
succeeded, all eight would have been killed 
that Nixon-backed Cubans could take over. 

I\> shift blame from themselves, and to oml 
rass JFK into more militant actions, the ( 
mounted a propaganda campaign that attribu 
the whole Bay of Pigs failure to JFK’s deeisioi 
cancel a crucial air strike. In fact, the decision I 
been made behind JFK's back-though he took 
responsibility for it, as President Eisenhower 
in a similar situation (see Hit #7). 

After JFK’s death, the CTA’s war against Cos 
continued. The agency has tried to kill Cns 
more than two dozen times, up until at least 19 
There have also been numerous cases of CIA sa 
tage in Cuhu, including the use of germ warfare 

As for the Cuban exiles involved in the Bat 
Pigs, many have turned to organized crime i 
freelance terrorism (sec Hit #2fi, for exampl 
Others have continued to work for the CIA 
covert operations. And many, of course, do hat 
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The CIA's Greatest Hits 


Hit # 9: John F. Kennedy 

If'lle CIA had nothing to do with the assassination 
of President John F. Kennedy, they certainly have 
a peculiar way of showing it, since they've under- 
mired every investigation into JFK's murder. This 
is hardly surprising, given the disproportionate 
number of CIA connections to the case. 



lake the accused "lone nut/' Lee Harvey Os¬ 
wald. As a Marine, he was stationed at Atsugi Air 
Bass in Japan, one of the largest CIA stations in the 
woild and home of the ultra-secret U-2 spy plane. 

fefore his transparently phony “defection” to 
the USSR in 1959, Osw ald studied Russian in the 
military. In Moscow, he renounced his citizenship 
to £ CIA officer at the US Embassy, promising to 
tell the Russians all he knew about the 1-2. When 
he 'changed his mind" two years later, the State 
Department cheerfully returned his passport and 
loai ed him the money for Ids trip home. 
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Oswald was met in New' York by a member 
CIA front group that was full of Nazis. He t 
moved to Dallas, where he was “befriended 
Count George de Morhenschildt, who admit 
shortly before his death that he’d been assign ri 
the CIA to debrief Oswald on his Russian sojom 
When Oswald moved to New Orleans in 
summer of 1963, he became involved, witting] 
unwittingly, with three far-right agents of the 
who were conspiring to assassinate JFK. ostensj 
for his “betrayal" at the Ray of Pigs (see Hit # 
Guy Banister, with whom Oswald worked w 
continuing to pose as a Marxist; Clay Shaw, \ 
would later be acquitted of involvement in the . 
assassination at a trial where the prosecution tj 
hut failed to obtain proof of his CIA status; 
David Ferrie, whose Civil Air Patrol unit Osvs 
had joined when he w r as 15, 

Back in Dallas that fall, Oswald was seen in 
company of one “Maurice Bishop,” later identi 
as David Atlee Phillips, who was part of a grot j| 
CIA officers that despised JFK. It included the fa 
ica! William Harvey (who had strong links to 
Mafia—he hired Johnny Rosselli to have Ca s 
killed) and future Wat ergate burglar Howard ITi 
who would later lose a libel suit against a newsps 
that said he was involved in the JFK assassinatio ■ 

1 here are several possible motives for 4 
involvement in the assassination: JFK’s perce i 
"softness” on communism, the fact that he’d fj 
CIA Director Allen Dulles and Deputy Direc 
Charles Cabell (brother of the mayor of Dali i 
and a statement he made shortly after the Ba ] 
Pigs, in which he promised to “splinter the CIA j 
a thousand pieces and scatter it to the winds.” 
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Tie CIA 5 Greatest Hits 


Bit # 10; Vietnam 1945-1963 



Long before the US military got involved there 
dinertly, Vietnam was the CIA’s war. At first they 
w*ged it on behalf of the French, who struggled 
for nine years, from 1945 to 1954, to recapture 
their one-time colony (despite the war’s unpopu¬ 
larity with the French public)* 

Even with CIA mercenaries fighting alongside 
the French, and air support from the CIA’s Air 
America (at the time, the largest “private” airline 
in the world), the effort proved to be in vain* 

The 1954 Gene¬ 
va Accords tem¬ 
porarily divided 
Vietnam in prepa¬ 
ration for elections 
in 1956* But the 
US wasn't interest¬ 
ed d in elections. 

In the North, 
CIA “psywar” ex¬ 
pert Ed Lansdale 
spread the rumor 
that the US was 
planning to nuke 
the area. This, 
along with other, 
similar tactics, 
created an exodus 
of over one mil¬ 
lion refugees, who 
were ferried to 
the south by CIA 
ships and planes. 
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In the South, 
the CIA wrote a 
constitution for 
“South Vietnam" 

(which had never 
been considered 
a separate coun¬ 
try before), in¬ 
stalled Ngo Dinh 
Diem and gave 
him the job of 
crushing anyone 
who had opposed 
the French, 

US support for 
Diem was based 
on the belief that 
he was the one 
politician in Viet¬ 
nam who would 
never negotiate 
with Ho Chi 
Minh. When, af¬ 
ter nine more 
years of futile warfare, even Diem found su| 
negotiations desirable, he w^as tossed asids 
casually as he T d been put in place. In Novemlv 
1963, he was deposed in a CIA-sponsored con 
then assassinated. 

In 1945, one US intelligence agent had desert>i 
Ho Chi Minh as the “strongest and perhaps t.l[ 
ablest figure in Indochina, and., .any suggested sof 
tion which excludes him is,..of uncertain outcom J 
Unfortunately, such insights were ignored i 
Washington as the Cold War solidified. 






















e CIA's Greatest Hits 


it *11: Dominican Republic 

fa el Trujillo took power in the Dominican 
public in a 1930 coup d’etat and received entbu¬ 
st ic backing from Washington for most of the 
xt 30 years. His methods for suppressing dis- 
it were sickeningly familiar—torture and mass 
irder. The US raised no objections, and Trujillo 
urned the favor by becoming a totally reliable 
iporter of US policies in the UN. 

As often happens with such tyrants, however, 
got too greedy- His personal business holdings 
-w until he controlled some three-fifths of the 
> minican economy, which threatened the 
rv or able investment climate" that client states 
* set up for in the first place. 

Also, when it started to look like Castro’s revolu- 
nary army would take over Cuba, the US began 
'worry that Trujillo's excesses might inspire a 
rxilar revolution. For whatever reasons, the CIA 
gan plotting Trujillo’s assassination in 1938. 
Trujillo's life came to an abrupt end in May 
Gl, and while proper deniability was main- 
nod in Washington, this is one of the best-docu- 
: nted CIA assassination plots (according to the 
75 Church Committee). The US attempted to 
fcintain the corrupt essence of the Trujillo 
gjme without Trujillo, but the 1962 elections 
ought a physician named Juan Bosch to power. 
Bosch was anti-Co mm unis t and pro-business 
-, foolish man, he was dedicated to establishing 
decent democratic regime” through land 
Torm, low-rent housing and public works pro- 
He was deposed by a CIA-backed coup after 
y seven months in office. When a popular coun- 
!«coup tried to restore Bosch to power in 1963, 
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the US invaded the island and installed a serin 
murd 0 rous reg 1 mes which have maintain e 
favorable investment climate ever since. 

While he never lived long enough to se 
enshrined as the “JFK Doctrine/' President h 
nedy once olTered a fairly clear-cut rationale for 
interventions abroad. Referring to the Domini 
Republic, he said, “there are three possibilities 
decent democratic regime, a continuation ofi 
Trujillo regime, or a Castro regime [by which 
meant Bosch]. We ought to aim at the first, but 
really can't renounce the second until we are s 
t h a t w e c a n avoi d t h e thi rd. ” 



In practice, we've hardly ever used the Pi 
option. Virtually all of our client states are si mi 
to the Trujillo regime—and to the regimes 
replaced him with* 
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e CIA's Greatest Hits 


it # 12: Malcolm X 

i he last years of his life, Malcolm X did a number 
It hi ngs that angered the CIA. He stated many 
lies that he believed the CIA was behind the Lu- 
iiriba assassination (it was—see Hit #6). He held 
ilely publicized meetings with anti-imperialist 
lird World leaders, many of whom were later 
erthrown or killed in CIA-backed operations, 
id he planned to ask the LIN to officially declare 
nerican blacks an oppressed minority, which 
:nld be a major embarrassment to the US. (Ten 
ars earlier, the CIA had ruined the career of 
ick leader Paul Robeson over the same threat.) 



3ut another development scared the the gov- 
minent even more—Malcolm, no longer a sepa- 
nist, was forging alliances with more moderate 
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black leaders. If he'd lived just a week longer 
would have had his first cooperative meeting v 
Martin Luther King. Soon after, he would h 
gone to Algeria for a summit meeting of nonvl 
resistance movements from nil over the world. 

The FBI and the CIA had been spying on 
cohn for years (in a coordinated effort), andh 
the Nation of Islam and Malcolm's splinter grc 
the OAAU (he split from the Nation of Islam ay 
before Ins death), were heavily infiltrated b\ $ 
ernment agents. In fact, one of Malcolm's he 
guards the night he was stain was working for i 
New York Police Department’s intelligence unit- 
left the scene shortly before the shooting started. 

Malcolm had expressed doubts to his biogt 
er that the Nation of Islam could he behind all 
things that happened to him in the year before 
was killer!.“1 know what they can do and vl 
they can t do, T be d said, “and they can t do so 
of the stuff recently going on,” 

Malcolm was shot to death by five gunm, 
while giving a speech in Harlem in February l-Mf 
All but one of the assassins escaped. The Hr, 
men eventually charged with the murder were; I 
members of the Nation of Islam. In 1979, one 
them revealed that the conspiracy to kill Malco! 
had included one of the highest-ranking FBI ia J 
trators in the Nation of Islam. 

With Malcolm dead, the coalition between t 
more radical and the more moderate wings oft; 
black liberation movement never came to pq& 
His resolution regarding the oppression 
American blacks reached the floor of the UN, hi 
without Malcolm's charisma to draw attention 
it, it was ignored. 
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e CIA's Greatest Hits 


it # 13; Indonesia 

me people justify ihe CIA's crimes by saying 
t ( we faced a brutal and ruthless enemy in the 
hi War, and winning was of paramount impor- 
ice. The problem with that argument is that no 
e could have been more brut a! and ruthless 
in the allies we embraced. There's no clearer 
stration of this than Indonesia, the fourth most 
pulous nation in the world. 

p r om 1945 to 1965, Sukarno was president ofln- 
nesia, A star among Third World leaders, active 
the nonaligned, anti-imperialist movement, he’d 
L g been a thorn in the side of the US. Worse yet, 

> Communist party was part of his governing 
ilitinm The CIA had backed a failed uprising 
iinst him (in 1958), had tried to assassinate him 
1 had even attempted to embarrass him by mak- 

e porno film starring a Sukarno look alike! 

I n 1965, they finally scored. The Indonesian 
I i iary, trained and backed by the US, provoked 
^ftist coup against its leader, General Suharto, 
hien the coup failed, the military used it as an 
- use to depose Sukarno and replace him with 
t wto. (According to diplomatic documents, the 
_j.p was a setup to justify the military takeover.) 
What followed (as depicted in the film The Year 
Mowing Dangerously) is almost beyond belief. In 
4 a few weeks, between five hundred thousand 
4 a million Indonesians were put to death, many 
EL_j grisly fashion. (But don’t worry-the Suharto 
»ime assures us they were all Communists.) It 
2 S later learned that the death squads had heen 

► rking from hit. lists provided by the US State 
apartment (the usual cover for CIA agents). 
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The 1965 massacre was only the beginning 
Indonesia's new military regime. In 1973, its an " 
invaded the tiny nation of East Timor, a fore 1 
Portuguese colony which has the bad luck to <i 
significant oil reserves. 

Since then, between a quarter and a thin 
East Timor's inhabitants, from all ethnic and ij 
gious groups, have been slaughtered by i ^ 
Indonesian military, with arms largely suppl 
and paid for by the US. 

On a per-capita basis, East Timor is the grea 
genocide since the Holocaust. Combined with 
1965 killings and other Indonesian atrocities 
puts Suharto in the first rank of twentieth-centi 
mass murderers, right up there with Hitler, Stai 
the Turks who massacred the Armenians in IT 
and the generals who run Guatemala (see Hit 




























le CIA's Greatest Hits 


fit #14: Greece 

April 1967 r a Greek election campaign was 
tout to begin. The candidate favored to win the 
lection was George Papandreou, a staunch anlt- 
>mmunist. His son Andreas was a bit more left- 
ing, an admirer of subversives like Hubert 
umphrey and Adlai Stevenson, Both the 
tpandreous, however, were a bit too indepen- 
rnt for US policymakers. 

A nd re a s Pa p a n d re o u \ i ad inuse d p u blicly afo out 
sering a more neutral course for Greece in the 
jld War. Ho also had some misgivings—correct 
ies, as it turned out—about the autocratic nature 
I certain elements in the Greek military, 

George Papandreou had previously served as 
rime minister, but had been removed from pow- 
in 1965 by the king, with the assistance of the 
A. Like his son, he showed signs of less than 
in pi etc subservience to US interests. 

Two days before the election campaign was to 
'gin, a group of colonels overthrew' the govern- 
ent and established military rule. The leader of 
m coup had been on the CIA payroll for the previ- 
is fifteen years. 

For the next six years, martial luw r held sway in 
e birthplace of democracy. Widespread censor- 
ip, routine use of torture, brutal heatings and 
1 lings by the government became standard, 
nong the offenses deemed worthy of torture 
is possession of le all els critical of the govern- 
ent. While being tortured, victims were taunted 
at they were beyond all help, since the colonels 
ere supported by the power of the United States, 
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The official justification for the coup am 
hideous repression that followed was that they 
necessary to save the nation from a comm 
takeover. The Papandreous weren’t communis 
course, but they were something much more 
gerous—committed, independent. nationalists. 

The US attitude toward that breed is made 
by the following quote: When the Greek an? 
sador objected to President Johnson’s plan fo 
tling a dispute concerning Cyprus, LBJ told 
“Fuck your parliament and your constitu 
America is an elephant. Cyprus is a flea. Gre< 
a tlea. If these two fleas continue itching th< 
phant, they may just get whacked by the eleph 

trunk, whacked good_If your prime min 

gives me talk about democracy, parliament 
constitutions, he, Ids parliament and his con 
tion may not last very long.” 


33 













1 CIA's Greatest Hits 


It #15: Martin Luther King, Jr, 

; er pleading guilty to assassinating Martin 
[her King, Jr, and being sentenced to 99 years, 
nes Earl Hay said he was coerced into the plea 
ibis Mob-connected lawyer. He insists he was 
bed For the King murder by a mysterious man 
tied Raoul, for whom he had been working in 
Spring of 1968, just before the assassination* 
Certainly there's something fishy about the idea 
t Ray acted alone. He eluded a massive, three- 
■ia-half-month, international manhunt, escap- 
I lo Europe by way of Canada. This required a 
nore cunning and financial resources than an 
impotent, smalltime thief and drifter like Ray 
uld muster. 

Bat the fishiest thing about Ray’s escape was 
dour very detailed and precise aliases he used, 
vere the names of men who lived in the same 
:ion of Toronto (where Ray had never been) 
heach man bore a strong physical resemblance 
lay, right down to their scars. In at least one 
si, Ray also seems to have had access to infer- 
ifion that could only have come from the alias' 
Jtary records. 

Ii 1989, a convicted murderer named Jules 
inble shed some light on all this. He claimed he’d 
3 l part of a conspiracy to kill King that included 
Rtibers of the CIA, the FBI and the Mafia. 

Ides Kimble says he introduced Ray to a CIA 
entities expert in Montreal in 1967, who provid- 
ifcay with the aliases he used as a fugitive, 
instigators discovered that a CIA identities 
qert was indeed working in Montreal at that 
re. His name? Raoul Miora, 
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This alone ought be enough to reopen the c 
but there’s more to Kimble’s story. He says 
alter meeting with Raoul, he took Ray to a 
training camp, and later to Memphis, where a 
en-man hit squad assassinated King, 

Kimble claims Ray was part of the eonspii 
but was framed lor the murder by means of a 
die of his belongings which was left at the scei 
the crime. In the bundle was the supposed mu 
weapon with Ray’s prints on it* 



Kimble was connected with both Mob and a 
ligence figures during the period in quest 
including David Ferrie, a prime suspect in the? 
assassination (Hit #9). And the official accou_ 
Ray's supposed activities has more holes in it 
a piece of cheesecloth (see the Sources on pajE 
for more details). 
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f CIA's Greatest Hits 


It # 16; Robert Kennedy 

ad reds of books have heen written about 
Ether there was a conspiracy in the JFK assassi- 
ion. In the murder of his brother, Senator 
aert Kennedy, the case for conspiracy can be 
rimed up in one sentence: The Los Angeles 
oner's report states that RFK was killed by a 
■n£-bian.fc shot from behind, while everyone 
ees that Sir ban Sirhan, the convicted assassin, 
i at least three feet infront of him. 

"here's a lot of evidence of CIA involvement in 
i RFK assassination* For one thing, despite the 
ir fact that there had to be a second gunman, 
i Los Angeles Police Department's special task 
te investigating the case bent over backwards 
>rove Sirhan was the lone assassin* Witnesses 
re intimidated, evidence was destroyed and 
usible suspects weren't questioned. 

Vo key members of the task force had long- 
iding ties to the CIA, and were especially zeal- 
about browbeating witnesses whose testimony 
gested a conspiracy. They got very upset when 
one mentioned the famous “girl in the polka-dot 
iss” (who was seen fleeing the scene of the crime 
lilting, “We shot him!'} and made sure that any 
ntion of her was eliminated from the testimony, 
Ln other obvious suspect who was barely investi- 
ftd is the Rev, Jerry Owen, who was seen with 
tan in the days before the murder. Owen admit- 
knowing Mafia courier Edgar Bradley, who also 
s present at the JFK assassination (Hit #9). 
dley, who was actually arrested in Dealey Plaza, 
n released without being charged, appears to be 
ed to other key figures in the JFK case. 
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Then there’s the late Dr. William Bryan, 
hypnosis expert involved with the CIA’s mind 
trol experiments (see Hit #5). Bryan liked to 
of the famous subjects he had worked on—in 
ing, reportedly, Sirhan, who is extraordin 
susceptible to hypnosis. The name of ano 
famous Bryan patient, the Boston Strangler, 
plicably turns up in Sirhan’s notebooks. 

Sirhan claims to have no memory of shooti ' 
RFK or writing in his notebooks, and he appeal 
be telling the truth* Witnesses to the crime 
that he seemed to be in some sort of trance. 



More attention should also be focused on T 
Cesar, a security guard with right-wing, Mot 
CIA connections who was standing dire 
behind RFK and who admits that he drew his 
Finally, one-time CTA man Robert Moi 
wrote a book alleging that an agent, of It 
SAVAK (see Hit #3) was hired to kill RFK. 
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e CIA's Greatest Hits 


it # 17: Chile 

1973, the CIA destroyed the oldest functioning 
naocracy in South America, Twenty years later, 

! agency is still trying to deny its involvement, 

The CIA intervened massively in Chile's 1958 
d 1964 elections. In 1970, its fears were real- 
il—the socialist candidate, a physician named 
tva d o r A1 le nde, was e I ecte d pre si dent. 

Horrified, President Nixon ordered the CIA to 
frent Allende’s inauguration. The agency did its 
si to promote a military coup, but the Chilean 
diary's long history of respect for the dernoerat- 
fcocess made this virtually impossible. One of 
iiTiain impediments was the Chilean army’s 
iff of staff, General Rene Schneider, so the CIA 
)ted with fanatics in the military to assassinate 
n The killing backfired, solidifying support for 
Itnde, who took office as scheduled. 

That approach having failed, the CIA was 
'bred to create a “coup climate," (“Make the 
Qiomy scream,” President Nixon told CIA 
uctor Helms.) CIA-backed acts of sabotage and 
r?r multiplied. The agency trained members of 
- 'a sc i st organization P atria y Liber tad (PvL) in 
ft'rilla warfare and bombing, and they were 
oi waging a campaign of arson. 
he CIA also sponsored demonstrations and 
‘lies, funded by ITT and other US corporations 
tl Chilean holdings. CIA-linked media, includ- 
^he country's largest newspaper, fanned the 
mes of crisis. The military's patriotism was 
dually eroded by endless stones about Marxist 
incities" like castration and cannibalism, and 
trors that the military would be purged or 
etroved" and Soviet bases set up. 
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When the coup finally came, in Sep tern 
1973, it was led by the most extreme fascist m 
bers of the military, and it was unrelenting ij 
ferocity. Allend e was assassinated (some CIA & 
odists maintain he committed suicide—by shoe 
himself with a machine gun!). Several cabinet t 
isters were also assassinated, the universities v 
put under military control, opposition parties v 
banned and thousands of Chileans were tortu 
and killed, many fingered as “radicals’' by lists 
vided by the CIA. 

Under the military junta headed by Gern 
Pinochet, torture of dissidents became routine, 
ticularly at a gruesome prison called Colonia 
nidad, It drew expatriate Nazis from all over Sc 
America, one of whom told a victim that, the war 
the Nazi death camps was being continued there 

No wonder the CIA tries to deny it was invol 
in the Chilean coup. It turned a dernocrn 
peaceloving nation into a slaughterhouse. 
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CIA's Greatest Hits 


it # I8: Vietnam 1964-1975 

bwing the deaths of JFK {Hit #9) and Ngo 
t Diem (see Hit #10), it was only a matter of 
2 before US combat t roops became involved in 
tiam. Within days of the JFK assassination in 
ember 1963, President Johnson had reversed 
s plan to withdraw US personnel by the end of 
5 . As LRJ told one impatient general, “Just gel 
Elected; you can have your damn war.” 
i August 1964, the CIA and related military 
1 ligence agencies helped fabricate a phony 
tnarnese attack in the Gulf of Tonkin off 
ih Vietnam* This supposed act of North Viet' 
lose aggression was used as the basis for 
ilating US involvement. 
i March 1965, US troops began pouring into 
aam. Nine years of backing the French, anoth- 
ine years of backing Diem and two more years 
!jA operations had failed. From this point on, 
US Army took over the war effort, 
rice the Vietnamese people overwhelmingly 
ported their own National Liberation Front, 
t NLF, or “Viet Cong” as we called it), the 
ly began destroying villages, herding people 
internment camps, weeding out the leaders 
turning the countryside into a Tree-fire zone” 
f lier words, shoot anything that moves), 
he CIA still had a role to play, however. Called 
ration Phoenix, it was an assassination pro- 
i plain and simple. The idea was to cripple the 
1 by killing influential people like mayors, 
hers, doctors, tax collectors—anyone who aid- 
he functioning of the NLF’s parallel govern 
i in the South. 
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Many of the “suspects” were tortured and; 
were tossed from helicopters during inter 
tion. William Colby, the CIA official in char 
Phoenix (he later became director of the C 
insisted this was all part of “military necessi 
though he admitted to Congress that he realh 
no idea how many of the 20,000 killed were 
Cong and how many were “loyal” Vietnamese 
Colby's confusion was understandable, t 
Phoenix was a joint operation between the US 
the South Vietnamese, who used it as a me a 
extortion, a protection racket, and a way to s 
vendettas. Significantly, the South Vietna] 
estimated the Operation Phoenix death toll al 
er to 40,000. Whatever the exact number, tl 
no question the killings were necessary—afte 
we were trying to prevent a bloodbath. 















tCIA's Greatest Hits 


it # I9: Laos 

veen !957 and 1965, Laotian governments 
ne and went at a frantic pace, with the CIA 
nsoring at least one coup a year. The problem 
■i a leftist group called the Pathet Lao which 
i1 getting enough votes to be included in coali- 
& governments. 

Ft he Pathet Lao or other Leftists were voted 
noffice, there’d either be a right-wing coup or 
! legislature would be dissolved, with future 
c ions canceled if possible. If there w r as an elec- 
i the CIA would stuff ballot boxes, run propa- 
:da campaigns and bribe legislators to try to get 
li candidates elected. 

tit the CIA didn't rely primarily on such nam- 
pamby techniques. Starting in the late 1950s, 
y recruited a mercenary force of some 40,000 
n to attack Pathet Lao forces. Known as the 
ree Clandestine (“secret army"), about, half 
members were from Thailand; the rest came 
n Taiwan, South Korea and other US client 
tss. Despite the size of the Armee Clandes- 
s, the Pathet Lao had enough support in the 
itryside to withstand it. 

)j 1904, after another CIA coup succeeded in 
idling a right-wing puppet, the Pathet Lao was 
floletely frozen out of the electoral process. 

■*d begun receiving aid from the neighboring 
rill Vietnamese, who were concerned about 
ifoacked sabotage and assassination teams 
rating from Laotian territory. When the 
bet Lao made significant, advances, the US mill- 
T t d i re ctl y—a 1 th o u g h se cr e 11 y■—in v olved, 
xjm 1965 to 1973, the US dropped over two 
firm tons of bombs on Laos, far more than all 
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sides dropped in World War II The bombing 
so ferocious that over a quarter of the popuL 
became refugees, with many people living in c 
for years at a time. 


Since this CIA-run war in Laos was “secre 
only received a fraction of the attention giv* 
the war in Vietnam. The secrecy proved uni 
nate for many of the US soldiers involved. 



If killed, they were listed as casualties 
Vietnam war. But when the Pathet Lao finally 
power in 1975, no prisoner exchange treaty 
signed, because we couldn’t admit we’d bee*r 


ning a secret war in Laos. 

Many of the Americans known to have 
captured alive in Laos were involved in drug=: 
ticking with the Arrnee Clandestine. If any arg¬ 
ali ve, the CIA would have a considerable i nWi 
in denying their existence. 
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CIA's Greatest Hits 


t # 20; Cambodia 

955, when CIA intervention in Cambodia 
n, there was no communist threat to rati on a 1- 
t. Sandwiched as he was between two US 
t states, Thailand and South Vietnam, Prince 
adorn Sihanouk, the popular sovereign of 
bodia, had one overriding goal—to keep his 
itrv from becoming involved in the Vietnam 
■ To that end, he stuck tenaciously to a policy 
mtralism from 1955 to 1970, accepting aid 
both communist and capitalist states but critr 
g each on occasion. 

hanouk dismissed as fraudulent CIA docu- 
Ls that predicted imminent Communist aggres- 
against him, but the plots and coup attempts 
S hacked factions were all too real. In his 
loir, My War with the CM, Sihanouk alleges 
rst two assassination plots against him. There 
also numerous incursions by Thai, South 
lamese and US troops, a 1958 CIA-backed 
attempt and countless accidental' 7 bombing 
into Cambodian territory. Sihanouk's unwill- 
sss to join the crusade against Communism 
i him the CIA’s enemy. 

rhaps the final straw was when Sihanouk 
unced US military incursions into Cambodia 
major press conference (dutifully, the US 
a barely mentioned his charges). In March 
i, Sihanouk was deposed by a CIA puppet 
■d Lon Nol, who immediately began commit- 
Cambodian troops lo the war in Vietnam. 

Lth Sihanouk out of the way, war quickly 
Ted Cambodia. US bombing intensified near 
Vietnamese border, driving North Vietnamese 
NLF troops deeper into Cambodia (see Hit 
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#18 for more on the war in Vietnam). From 
to 1975, U S b o mhi ng kill e d GOO,000 C a rn h ex 
and created a full-scale famine. 



Not. surprisingly, forces opposed to Lon N 
regime grew rapidly, in 1975, one of them, 
Communist Khmer Rouge, took power (bef 
Lon Nol, they’d been a tiny , marginal group). 

As depicted in the film The Killing Fields, 
Khmer Rouge carried out many atrocities, exe 
ing probably between 100,000 and 350,003 p 
pie. For propaganda purposes, Western report 
inflated the total by adding famine deaths to it. 
The Khmer Rouge's hideous crimes didn't J 
vent the CIA from supporting it after Vietn 
invaded Cambodia in 1979, and for manyyt 
thereafter. As the Arabs say, “the enemy of 
enemy is my friend,” 















1 CIA's Greatest Hits 


t #21: Operation CHAOS 

beory, the CIA's charter prohibits it from 
aging in domestic operations. In practice, that's 
m about as seriously as Frank Sinatra’s period- 
mo uncements that he's retiring from show biz. 
be CIA explains its massive presence on US 
puses by saying that so many foreign students 
nd US universities, it would be a shame not. to 
to recruit them. The Domestic Contacts 
sion is needed to glean information from US 
sis and businessmen returning from abroad, 
n there’s the Domestic Operations Division, 
:h handles foreign interventions on US soil, 
breaking into foreign embassies, 
i order to do all that, the CIA has had to set up 
in me sort of network of phony businesses and 
t organizations it uses overseas. But other 
that, it claims it never operates domestically, 
a fortunately, that's not true. From 1959 to at 
1974, the CIA used its domestic organiza- 
5 to spy on thousands of US citizens whose 
crime was disagreeing with their govern¬ 
ing policies. 

1 is picked up speed when J. Edgar Hoover 
President Johnson that nobody would be 
esting his Vietnam war policies unless they 
being directed to do so by some foreign pow- 
nhnson ordered the CIA to investigate, 
response, the CIA vastly expanded its cam- 
surveillance program and stepped up its 
'ns with local police departments. It trained 
al intelligence units in major cities to carry 
black bag” jobs (break-ins, wiretaps, etc.) 
stUS “radicals,” 
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In 1968, the CIA's various domestic prog 
were consolidated and expanded under the 
Operation CHAOS. When Richard Nixon he 
president the following year, his administr 
drafted the Huston Plan, which called for 
greater operations against “subversives,” incl 
wiretapping, break-ins, mail-opening, no-k 
searches and “selective assassinate 
Bureaucratic infighting tabled the plan, but i 
of it was implemented in other forms, not o j 
the CIA but also by the FBI and the Secret Sei 
With the reveiaiion of CIA and White b 
complicity in the Watergate break-in (Hit 
light began to shine on Operation CHAOS. A 
period of “reform,” much of CHAOS's wor] 
privatized, and right-wing groups and “fo w 
CIA agents now provide the bulk of the * 
domestic intelligence. 
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LJ/Vs Greatest Hits 


t # 22; Drug Trafficking 

■ before the CIA was officially founded, it was 
twined with major drug-trafficking organiza- 
5—its parent organization, the OSS, coopera t- 
Hh the Mafia during World War II, After the 
one of the first covert, operations of the new 
Was to break the strength of left-wing labor 
hs in southern France, To do this, the CIA 
rented an ongoing tie to the Corsican Mafia, 
the biggest heroin traffickers in the world. 

the early I9(50s, much of the world's heroin 
Lid ion had shifted to Southeast Asia, due to 
:ier major CIA operation. The agency had 
ed Nationalist Chinese forces to invade 
tnunisi China; when that operation failed, 
settled in northeastern Burma and became 
World’s largest opium producers (mainly by 
x-izing the local villagers into growing it for 
). This area, known as the Golden Triangle, 
hues to lead the world in opium production, 
*anwhile, as the US moved into Indochina 
Jits #18-20), the existing opium trade there 
fcally became integrated into other US opera- 
. While President Nixon, full of law-and- 
-- rhetoric, made a great show of busting the 
us “French connection/’ his allies in the 
bia Mafia moved into Vietnam, By 1870, the 
qs flooded with pure Asian heroin, some of it 
felled home inside the corpses of US soldiers. 
_^aos, the CIA was running a 40,000-man mer¬ 
ry army (see Hit #19). It included many 
J-xg tribespeople, who were longtime opium 
■^rs. The CIA airline, Air America, ran 
ons to the army and brought the Hmong's 
t>aek out to market. Some of the massive prof- 
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its from the operations were laundered by 1 
agent Michael Hand through an Australian ban, 
founded (see Hit #38) and were used to fin^ 
other CIA operations behind Congress’ back. 



Many veterans of CIA drug operations in j 
went on to star in the agency's secret war 
Central America in the 1980s (see Hits #32-3 
#39), where the above pattern was repeated. 
Nicaraguan contras were partially fundee 
cocaine operations, smuggled to and from tilt 
on customs-free supply flights. CIA asset 
Honduras, Costa Rica, El Salvador and Pan i 
helped facilitate the trade. 

in the CIA’s secret war in Afghanistan 1 
#36), the Afghan rebels and their Pakistani li 
also partly financed themselves with heroin p 
its. Much of their product ended up, once agaii 
the veins of US addicts. 
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he Watergate break-in was so badly rnisban- 
I that some people think it was deliberately 
bed. The man doing the botching was James 
lord, onetime chief of security for the CIA. He 
e placed masking tape on a doorjamb in a way 
Watergate guard couldn't miss. And it was 
lord who wrote a letter to a federal judge, just 


it # 23 : Watergate 

one knows exactly why the team of freelance 
:oks called the ‘‘plumbers” (because they were 
ed to fix leaks) broke into the Watergate office 
iplex in Washington DC] on the night of June 
1972. Most theories center on Nixon's need to 
I out what kind of blackmail the Democrats 
I on him* Others say it, was a case of Nixon and 
CIA trying to blackmail each other, and there 
several intriguing CLVWatergate connections. 
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as the affair was about to bo swept under the , 
warning that “higher-ups” were covering up I 
involvement in Watergate. 

One of the plumbers who went to jail, Hnv 
Hunt—a longtime CIA officer and a player in 
JFK assassination (see Hit #9)—successfully b 1 
mailed Nixon for over one million dollars, hu 
may have pushed his luck too far. His wife, cf 
ing a suitcase full of cash, was killed in a inys 
ous plane crash. Convincing evidence suggests 
flight had been deliberately sabotaged. 

Later, another CIA man, Alexander ButterFi 
let slip to the Senate Watergate Committee 
the President was in the habit of taping his C 
Office conversations, providing the final nai 
Nixon's coffin. Butterfield, on leave from thet 
had requested assignment to the White House 

Washington Post reporter Bob Woodiv 
received dirt on Watergate from a secret sen 
he called Deep Throat, a man clearly familiar " 
the intelligence community. Woodward hiir 
had been a top-security briefer for the Offiiz: 
Naval Intelligence and both his editor, 
Brad lee, and Post publisher Katherine Gratis 
late husband had also worked for the CIA. 

Nixon told his chief of staff, Bob Haldemar 
call the CIA off its Watergate investigal 
because it could “blow the whole Bay of I 
thing.” When Haldeman took this message Uj 
D i re ct o r Richard He lms, H elm s erupte d. “The 
of Pigs had nothing to do with this!” he shooter: 

What were they talking about? Accord in 
Haldeman, “the Bay of Pigs” was Nixon’s co 
way of referring to t he assassination of JFK. 
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it # 24; The Mighty Wurlitzer 

f uty Director Frank Wisner proudly referred 
Lie CIA’s worldwide propaganda machine as 
e mighty Wurlitzer,” And indeed, the agency’s 
II at murdering people is matched only by its 
I ty to murder the truth. 

Die CIA has published literally hundreds of 
its that, spread its party line on the Cold War. It 
s particularly proud of The Penikovsky Papers, 
>posedly the memoirs of a KGB defector hut 
□ally completely ghostwritten by CIA scribes. A 
more embarrassing was Claire Sterling’s The 
'opus, which advanced the now-discredited the- 
Ihat the Russians were behind the 1981 attempt 
tie life of Pope John Paul Tl. Even t he popular 
tors Travel Guides started as a CIA front. 



fe CIA also owns dozens of newspapers and 
ezines the world over. These not only provide 
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cover for their agents but allow them to plant 
information that regularly makes it. back to th< 
through the wire services. The CIA has e 
placed agents on guard at the wire services, to 
vent inconvenient facts from being disseminate 

In 1977, famed Watergate journalist C 
Bernstein revealed that over 400 US journo 
had been employed by the CIA. These ran 
from freelancers who were paid for reg* 
debriefings, to actual CTA officers who went 
under deep cover. Nearly every major US n 
organization has had spooks on the payroll, us 
1 y w i th ill e c o o p e rat i o n o f to p m an a ge m e nt. 

The three most valuable media assets the ! 
could count on were William Paley’s CBS, Art 
Sulzberger’s New York Times and Henry Lu 
Time/Life empire. All three bent over hack we 
promoting the picture of Oswald as a lone tu 
the JFK assassination {Hit #9). 

Among prominent journalists who've wor> 
knowingly with the CIA are National Rev 
founder William F. Buckley, PBS interviewer 
Moyers, the late columnist Stewart AI sop, fori 
Washington Post editor Ben Brad lee and Ms. n 
azine founder Gloria Steinem, 

Bernstein's landmark article on the CIA and i 
media told of the agency’s frantic efforts to li 
Congressional inquiry into the matter, with cl & 
that “some of the biggest names in journal) 
could get smeared.” And while the CIA directo 
the time, George Bush, made a noUtoo-convinci 
show of discontinuing the agency's manipuht 
of the media, it’s clear that the CIA regards 
space between your ears as one of its most ini j: 
tant battlefields. 
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it # 25; Angola 

1 A n go l an i nto rv e n tion is a st rong ca a d i d ate for 
most pointless CIA operation ever* Certainly 
ratio of blood spilled to goals achieved-to the 
ent that those goals can even he determined— 
fe es it. one of the agency's biggest fiascos* 

» 1975, the collapse of the Portuguese empire 
its African colony of Angola with three groups 
jggling for power* Bach had at various times 
led with both capitalism and Marxism, and 
ti had taken aid from both East and West, 
re (a US ally) backed one faction, the Soviets 
ked another (the MPLA) and the CIA ended up 
king the third, Jonas Savimbi’s UMTA. 
he main reason for the CIA’s involvement in An 
i was Henry Kissinger's determination to start 
■iher war as soon as possible after the fall of Sai- 
, to show the world how tough we were* We said 
were worried about oil—even though there isn't 
:h of it in Angola, and the MPLA, which has con- 
led the oil since 1975, has continued to sell it to 
West throughout the war. Another absurd 
use: Angola is close to “shipping lanes” (just like 
ry other coastal nation on earth) * 

Jo diplomatic option was ever pursued by 
singer. Instead, the CIA put untold amounts of 
od and treasure behind Savirnbi—a brutal, 
id thirsty autocrat. Our apparent defermina- 
i to turn Angola into a Cold War battlefield 
light in South African troops, who supported 
imbi, and—in response—Cuban troops, who 
ported the MPLA with great success, 
outh Africa's involvement was part of its 
rts to destabilize all of its neighbors, in order 
ielay the inevitable ascension of its black 
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majority to power. Since they were supper 
our faction, this caused considerable damag 
US relations with black Africa. 



Alter S40 million and thousands of dead, C 
grass—in a rare display of principle—cut olY in 
for the Angolan war in 1976, the first time it 
ever voted to shut down a CIA ope rati 
Unfortunately, the CIA managed to sustain 
killing off-the-books until Reagan took office 
1981. Millions more dollars and thousands m 
lives were then wasted until, in 1990, the ongc 
Angolan stalemate at last resulted in an electioi 
When Savimbi lost overwhelmingly to 
MPLA, he cranked the war right back up ags 
initially with further CIA funding. Finally, in IS 
the US distanced itself From Savimbi and rec 
nized the MPLA government, but the war st ill t: 
tinues. So far, more than 300,000 Angolans h 
died, 80,000 are crippled, 50,000 orphaned, s 
the damage to property exceeds $50 billion. 
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it #26: Orlando Leteller 

e* you the wife of Orlando Le teller?* asked the 
mymous caller. “Yes,” she answered. “No,” the 
er said, “ you are his widow. ” 

L week later, on September 21, 1976, the 
l*ed Chilean diplomat and prominent critic of 
<]lA-backed Pinochet regime (see Hit #17) was 
n to pieces by a car bomb on the streets of 
shington DC. Also killed was Le teller’s Amer- 
m aide, Ronni MoffiL Her husband, blown clear 
I be car, immediately began shouting that 
lean fascists were responsible for the atrocity. 





M,e was right, but those fascists had powerful 
ifc s in Washington* An FBI informant knew of the 
to assassinate Le teller before the fact but the 
did nothing to protect him. After the bombing, 
Director George Bush told tbe FBI that thereVJ 
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been no Chilean involvement whatever. The 
was certain of this, he said, because it had many 
able sources inside the Chilean secret police, DIP 

Actually, the CIA had known that a DINA 
squad was in the US and headed for Washing! 
After the bombing, the agency purged its file? 
photos of the assassins. The CIA and DINA l. 
began planting stories in the press suggesting i 
Letelier had been killed by leftists seeking to in 
a martyr of him. 

The FBI figured out the identities of Leteli 
assassins within weeks, but didn't charge ti 
until the CIA’s cover-up unraveled several years 
er. The unraveling began a month after the kill 
when a Cuban airliner was bombed, killing 73 j 
sengers, That bombing was done by a violent gr 
of CIA-linked Cuban exiles who were Conner 
with the Bay of Pigs and the JFK assassination (1 
#8 & #9) and who went on to do similar things h 
Salvador and Nicaragua (Hits #32 & #33). 

Investigators into the airliner bombing disc 
ere cl that both it and the LetelierAloffit kill! 
were planned at the same meeting, which ^ 
organized by a man with longtime CIA conr 
lions and was attended by other FBI and CIA rn 

Apologists argue that no one can prove t 
Le teller’s con vie: ted assassins, “former” C 
agent Michael Town ley and tw o Cuban exil 
were acting under agency orders. But if tl 
weren't, why did the CIA immediately begin t 
ering up for them? 

This case is so complex that, in 1991, 
Chilean Supreme Court (post-Pinodiet) as! 
George Bush if he’d mind submitting to quest! 
ing. You'd better believe he minded. 
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it # 27; Team B 

949, an influential senator told President. Tru- 
ii that if he wanted to justify massive Cold War 
jtary spending, he’d have to “scare the hell out 
le American people,” That’s a mission the CIA 
. always taken to heart. From the very begin- 
i, it’s overestimated Soviet military strength, 
art because of its dependence on the Gehlen 
; (see Hit #1) for Eastern Bloc intelligence. 

There were many subtle ways of cooking the 
:i |cs. One was to estimate Soviet spending as 
ugh their soldiers were paid as much as IJS per¬ 
iled, though in fact they received far less, 
it her was to release misleading data on how 
ch larger Soviet missiles were than ours (which 
lally meant they were more primitive) or to 
ip are missile capabilities based on tbe Soviets 
a ter “throw weight” (which was needed to 
ih their huge, inaccurate missiles). Some 
orts pretended that the entire Soviet military 
s poised to invade Europe, when much of it was 
Hally defending the Chinese border. 

’here was, iii fact., a group of CIA analysts who 
1 a fairly sophisticated understanding of the 
«.ial capabilities of (and factions within) the 
■SR, hut they were regarded as dangerous 
ilcos bv the hawks within the agency. Some of 
■ se hawks served on the Committee on the 
*-sent Danger (CRD), a private group that lob 
i<J for massive hikes in military spending and 
* backed Ronald Reagan for president in 197fi. 
wVhen George Bush (who’d been a CIA asset. 
~e the late 1950s) became CIA director in 1975, 
= of his duties was to oversee a project called 
am B. This was an offering from President Ford 
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lo the CPD and other right-wingers who argi 
that CIA analysts were underestimating Soviet i 
it ary strength, and who wanted a second opinio 



The CTA analysts regarded Bush's hacking 
Team B to rewrite their data as a betrayal, 
Reagan rewarded Bush by making him his runn 
mate in 1980. Once elected, Reagan named ev 
one of the Team B members to sensitive milit 
posts, and jacked up the Pentagon budget . 

When Bush became president, in 1989, 
chose as his CIA director Robert Gates, wh 
been the leader of the pro-Team B faction in 
CIA during Bush’s tenure as director. Gates \ 
spent the Reagan years providing seriously t 
torted intelligence estimates of Soviet streng 
which may be why the CIA was so woefully unf 
pared to anticipate the collapse of the USSR. 
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It #28: Jonestown 

3re's lots of evidence that the mass murder at 
estown, Guyana in 1978 was the culmination of 
massive and barbarous CIA behavior control 
■eriment, And mass murder is what it was—not 
ss suicide, as widely reported. The Guyanese 
oners report states that the 913 victims didn’t 
nk the mythical cyanide-laced Kool-Aid—there 
3 no trace of cyanide poisoning in their bodies. 
'90% of the victims had been injected wit h lethal 
ntfi, while the rest were shot. The coroner con 
ded that only two had committed suicide. 


■-ult. leader Jim Jones had longstanding ties to 
CIA, stretching back to his boyhood friendship 
h the notorious CIA torture expert Dan Mitri- 
Marione regarded torture as an art form and, 
ile instructing security forces in Brazil and Uru- 
lV, he had beggars kidnapped so he could prac- 
* on them. MilHone’s old pal Jones was in Brazil 
:he same time, and he made freque nt trips to 
o Horizonte, site of the local CIA headquarters. 
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Jones returned from Brazil to found the Peo|l 
Temple in Ukiah, California. Early on be eng a; 
in shocking abuses of his cult members, fie 3 
used them to infiltrate the organizations of lihc 
politicians, getting out the vote and making til 
beholden to him for favors. San Francisco Ma 
George Moscone and Supervisor Harvey M 
who were assassinated a week after Jonestos 
both owed political favors to Jones* So did the 
trict attorney whose lenient prosecution of 1 
assassin let him get off with only a token sente m 

When reports of murders tied to the Peopt 
Temple began to surface, Jones fled with his Hi 
to Guyana, whose prime minister owed his job i 
1964 CIA coup* Jones was in close touch with < 
agents at the US Embassy, at least one of win 
was at Jonestown at the time of the massacre. 

Survivors report that Jonestown was a virti 
concentration camp where Uie mostly bla 
cultists worked like slaves. They were beaten, 
tured, raped and given massive doses of both t 
hal indoctrination and drugs. Many of 1 
mind-altering substances used in the MK4JLT! 
program (see Hit #5) were found at Jonestown 
amounts sufficient to subdue a city of200,000. 

The end came when Hep. Leo Ryan, a key c: 
gressional opponent of the CIA, arrived to inva 
gate and was assassinated by Jones' foil owe 
Then the mass killings began, though Jon 
wealthy white lieutenants escaped free fn 
harm. Millions in cash were found at the site, 
the hulk of Jones' fortune, estimated at $2 hilln 
disappeared into secret bank accounts. As 
Jones himself, photographs of what are supped 
to he his body don't show his tattoos. 
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it #29: The October Surprise 

ion Ronald Reagan was running for president 
mist Jimmy Carter in 1980, 52 American 
tages were being held in Iran. The Reagan/Bush 
npaign feared that if the hostages were released 
fore the November election, the resulting 
nober surprise” might help Carter win, 

\ coord in g to former Iranian I 1 resident Bane 
Ir, Reagan officials met with the Iranians in 
■is in October 1980 and gave them $40 million 
exchange for agreeing to hold the hostages until 
the election, (Some sources say former CIA 
■ector George Bush and/or future CIA Director 
ilium Casey attended those meetings,) 

October Surprise was also the name of a net- 
rk of current and former CIA agents within 
agan's campaign whose job was to obtain intelli- 
jce from the Carter White House. It was a 
Rusticated—and ultimately successful—effort to 
stabilize the Carter administration. 

The October Surprise team stole briefing books 
i other documents from the White House, They 
o leaked a series of fabricated stories to the 
tiia regarding Carter's negotiations with Iran 
d/or plans for a hostage rescue* which made 
h tasks considerably more difficult. 

When Carter eventually did mount a hostage 
cue* someone gave the Iranians—and William 
sey—details about the operation in advance. It 
led in disaster, with eight Americans dead, 
Despite the October Surprise team’s high-p ow¬ 
'd disinformation campaign, Carter managed to 
kn a deal with the Iranians that didn't, include 
ding arms for hostages (see Hit #34). But after 
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the meeting in Paris, the Iranians backed out 1 
hostages weren't released until the very day 
Reagan's inauguration-and millions of dollars 
weaponry began flowing to Iran shortly thereaFti 



operation since the JFK assassination (Hit O 
Several key witnesses have met untimely deal* 
as did one reporter who found links to otic 
Reagan-era covert operations. 

Finally, a Warren-Commission-type Congo- 
sional investigation concluded that there was n 
evidence” of a conspiracy. Unfortunately, thej& 
plenty of evidence they never looked at, and ttor 
are several glaring errors in the report. 
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lit # 30: Libya 

April I 980, ClA agents Edwin Wilson and 
ank Terpil were indicted far providing weapons 
id training to the regime of Lihvan strongman 
uamar al-Qadaffy. The CIA says that Terpil and 
dson were ‘‘rogue elephants” hut Wilson, cur- 
ntly serving a life sentence in a federal peniten- 
uy s claims he was acting under orders. 

Wilson’s claim is worth taking seriously. Many 
her members of the operation received slaps on 

wrist and continued to work for the US gov- 
■nrnent; some went on to be players in the 
au/conlra scandal (Hit #34). The plastic explo¬ 
res provided to Qadaffy may have been used in 
number of bombings also connected to the CIA, 
eluding t lie assassination of Orlando Letelier 
lit #26). 

Qadaffy lias long enjoyed the status of official 
> gey man to the US, firmly entrenched in this 
le while others like Noriega and Saddam have 
fixed and waned in it. Yet Qadaffy has also 
eeived weapons and training from the British 
id the Germans, and he's said to own ! 5% of the 
nk of Fiat, the largest company in Italy and a 
ajor defense contractor for the West. 

The circumstances of Qadaffy’s rise to power in 
1 969 coup are also curious. Despite the vast 
Mounts of oil wealth involved, Nixon and 
ssinger lifted nary an eyebrow at Qadaffy ? s 
isier of the pro-Western Libyan monarch, 
imediately thereafter, Qadaffy began agitating 
i' higher oil prices. 

The Nixon administration announced that 
idaffy’s suggested price hike was “justified” and 
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the Shah of Iran (see Hit #3) agreed. The resu 
surge in oil prices not only enriched the mill 
tional oil companies but allowed the Shah to 
chase billions in US arms, which he used to f 
his role as regional policeman for the US. 



If Qadaffv is actually a Western agent prav 
teur, it would hardly be unprecedented. Sev 
radical Arab terrorists appear to he working 1 
sides of the street (see Hit #33), while many o 
Arab heads of state have been on the CIA payr 
But even if Qadaffy is just what he seems to 
a somewhat demented Arab nationalist—that 
doesn't necessarily negate Wilson’s claim. The 
may have been infiltrating Qadaffy's region 
order lo manipulate him for their own ends, 
the operation may simply have blown up in t. 
face (as have so many others). 
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# 31: Grenada 

■«'s what the US public was told: President 
gan woke up one day to discover that a horri- 
Marxist coup had taken over the Caribbean 
rid of Grenada. Because there were Cuban 
ips on the island, the president had to send the 
military to rescue US citizens trapped there 
lie Id as virtual hostages, 
here was no way to get a more accurate pic* 
s , since the US military kepi reporters from 
Ing foot, on Grenada during the invasion; a 
cload of US journalists was turned away at gun- 
it and all flights in and out were cancelled, 
"h later, long after everyone had stopped pay- 
attention to Grenada, it became clear that the 
ual story was built on a mountain of lies, 
lie CJA began destabilizing Grenada in 1979, 
i n a man named Maurice Bishop (no relation 
lie spook mentioned in Hit #9) ousted the 
oniric thug who ruled the island. Bishop set to 
k developing a better life for Grenada's citi- 
i and earned much popular support for doing 
He ran afoul of the US fairly quickly, though, 
f n he failed to join in the quarantine of Cuba. 
Ishop's mildly socialist program (private enter- 
e left unmolested, but free health care, school 
:hes, etc,) was the final straw. Before long, a 
k propaganda campaign was portraying 
nada as a terrorist state allied to the Soviet, 
□n, its 100,000 inhabitants armed to the teeth 
poised to attack the pitifully vulnerable US + 
he US invasion was planned at least two years 
>re it happened, and CIA acts of sabotage pro¬ 
bated. Money was given to opposition politi- 
ls and neighboring armies. Finally, in late 1983, 
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Bishop was overthrown by extremists in his 
party and executed, and the US invasion be 
CIA agents among the *Tio stages” helped cot 
nate the three-day war over shortwave radio. 

As for the Cuban troops we invaded to prc 
our citizens from, there were 43 of them; the 
er Cubans on Grenada were mostly middle-* 
construction workers. The Cubans let it he kn 
that they would not interfere with the US 
cue,” but the US troops fired on them and 
defended themselves. That night, the US assi 
Cuba that its citizens in Grenada were "not a 
get”; the next day, we attacked them with 
copter gunships, When it was all over, 81 Cul> 
29fi Grenadines and 131 Americans had b 
killed oi' woun ded. 



hey, it's no longer a threat to our very survival _ 
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t #32: El Salvador 

fourteen families who rule El Salvador have 
been squeamish about taking the life of any- 
who gets in their way. Among the many people 
commonly get in their way are the Catholie 
jgy, due to the concern they often show for the 
r. As a result, a popular slogan among Salva- 
m right ists is, “be patriotic—kill a priest.* 

■ 1980, El Salvador’s archbishop, Oscar Rom- 
made the mistake of taking President Car¬ 
'S human rights rhetoric seriously. He wrote 
: er, begging him to stop military support for El 
/ador's murderous rulers. Carter ignored 
nero, but the people who ran El Salvador 
rt. Shortly after he sent the letter, Romero 
shot through the heart while saying mass. 



o m e r o’ s a ss as s i rial io n w as o r'd e re d by Rob er to 
u b ids son (da w-b w e e-S A W \), n i ck n a m e d B l o\v- 
h Bob for his favorite instrument of torture. A 
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big admirer of Adolf Hitler, D’Aubuisson c ie 
said, “You Germans were very intelligent, i u 
realized that, the Jews were responsible for e 
spread of Communism and yon began toll 
them.” D’Aubuisson has passed on, but his ARIA 
party, supported by the US, still rules El Salvac 

D'Auhuisson was a big wheel in the World J\. 
Communist League. Organized in 1961, WjL 
serves as a worldwide umbrella organization^ 
extreme-right militants. Among its members^ 
expatriate Nazis, Italian terrorists, Japanese^, 
cists, racist Afrikaners, Latin American d «h 
squad leaders and a number of US congressp 
and “former” CIA agents. 

Even aside from its participation in WACL.p 
CIA has done much to encourage bloodshed i’] 
Salvador. With hillions of dollars in US miliiy 
aid at its disposal, it's flown air raids, waded p 
combat and trained the military units that fory 
the death squads. 

The agency’s spin doctors have also worker 
improve the government’s image. This often 4 . 
sisted of denying that atrocities like the 1982 jj. 
sacre at El Mozote ever happened. Ageiy 
sycophants in the media parroted this line she*, 
lessly until, in 1993, the UN Truth Commisp 
investigated El Mozote and determined that '1 
peasants had been murdered there. AH in all 
Truth Commission concluded, 63,000 SalvaA. 
ans were killed between 1979 and 1992. 

In 1982, after he was out of office, Jirr; 
Carter called El Salvador’s government j* 
“hloodthirstiest in the hemisphere,” It’s too ba u 
didn’t come to that realization back when he—I* 
his predecessors and successors—was funding i 
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t #33: Nicaragua 

\ once remarked of Nicaragua’s dictator, "Som- 
may he a son of a bitch, but he’s our son of a 
h. " So when a later Somoza (the son of our son 
bitch) was overthrown in 1979, we spared no 
rt, until Nicaragua was ours again. 

^hen President Carter saw that the younger 
loza's days were numbered, he tried to ease 
out of power, unaware that retired CIA 
its were providing him with further Weapon- 
Carter's plan was to keep Somoza's private 
y, the National Guard, in power, while So¬ 
li escaped to enjoy his $900-million fortune, 
lost Nicaraguans, having suffered 4b years of 
Guard's unrelenting brutality, were not 
led with that plan. When Somoza fell, so did 
rated National Guard, 

I any of the Guard w ere e vacuated on US planes, 
reassambled them, armed and supplied them, 
(hem trained by Argentinian d eath sqi j ads an d 
them back to harass the new regime. Because 
Guard was so despised in Nicaragua, they were 
n a new name—the contras (an abbreviation of 
■> p anish w o rd for co u n ter-ro vo / it t io na Ties ). 
he resulting bloodshed was perhaps the least 
*rt of all CIA covert operations. President 
gun was perfectly candid about the goals—the 
md-poorest nation in the hemisphere was to 
treasured” until “they say ‘uncle 1 .” 
he methods became part of the public record 
-though not intentionally—when the CIA's 
1 dom Fighters Manual was leaked to the 
■s. It gave detailed instructions on assassirta- 
i sabotage, kidnapping, blackmail and the 
ghter of civilians. 
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The US lavished military and financial aij on 
the contras, whom they used to terrorize riral 
Nicaragua* Since many peasants were delighted 
that the new government was providing therm vith 
teachers and doctors (for the first time ever), the 
contras particularly targeted those profession. 

The CIA mined harbors and blew up (u e ] 
tanks, then told the contras to claim credit,The 
agency [lew supplies to the contras, attempts ( Q 
assassinate the Nicaraguan leadership Jric ] 
pumped millions of dollars into opposition politi¬ 
cians. And, as in Chile, they made the econuny 
“scream ” (see I lit, #17), 



Finally, in 1989, after ten years of warfii* e __ 
both economic and military—the Nicaraguans & ve 
up and voted for the US-backed slate of caiejh 
dates. If any of them wondere d what would a p_ 
pen should they fail to do so, they only needei £ 0 
look south to Panama, which had just been m ac j_ 
ed by the US the month before (see Ilk #39). 
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t #34: Iran/contra 

Reagan administration brought out. the worst 
ie CI A—its tendency to distort intelligence to 
fy policies* its fanatical enthusiasm for covert 
m and its disdain for congressional oversight, 
gan’s CIA director, William Casey, was run- 
so many off-the-books operations that he gut- 
lie agency’s counterintelligence division out of 
that it would find out what, he was up to. This 
e it absurdly easy for moles and traitors to 
inue operating, and led to an embarrassing 
*s of spy scandals that continue to this day, 
he most famous of these was Iran/contra, 
di began with a series of arms deals with the 
lim theocracy of Iran. The weapons shipments 
m in March 1981, years before there were any 
hostages to trade arms for. This lends cre- 
"e to the theory that the arms were actually a 
> If for the October Surprise deal (Hit #29), 
liver North and his cronies charged the 
i an s t' id icu l o usly high mark-ups on t h e weapo ns 
sold them, and some profits from this were 

I to buy arms for the Nicaraguan contras (see 
#33), in blatant defiance of a Congressional 

(Actually, more of the money ended up in pri- 
bank accounts than ever reached the contras.) 

II CIA covert actions are supposed to he aut ho¬ 
ld by a presidential “finding/' but Iran/contra 
for years without one. Once the participants 
ized they were committing impeachable ofTens- 
hey had the president sign a “retroactive find- 
* It was later destroyed, to protect Reagan, 
ecause the half-hearted Congressional probe 
Iran/contra had secretly agreed in advance to 
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avoid any evidence that might lead to Rea# s 
impeachment* il hardly scratched the surface^ 
example, it barely touched on the CIA’s invf>_ 
ment in contra drug tralTicking (see Hit #22) r> r 
did it delve into covert manipulation of US lo¬ 
tions with a variety of secret funds—even thjp 
several US representatives opposed to the cq 0 
war were defeated as a result of it. 


The Iran/contra operation set up so met, g 
called the Office of Public Diplomacy, which 5r j 
taxpayers’ own money to convince them tha.^ 
CIA’s secret wars were a great idea. (This was^. 
ly just, an aboveground example of the CIA’s r _ 
inal propaganda efforts, as described in Hit #2 
Probably the most dangerous part of the 
lran/contra mess was Oliver North’s draft e 
plan to suspend the US Constitution in c&jf 
anti war protests. One Congressman tried Ok 
about this, but was gaveled down and told it <>x\ 
be only discussed in "executive session.” 
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it # 35; Pan Am Flight 103 

in terrorist Monzer aMCassar had a great set- 
le ran a Frankfurt-to-New York heroin smug¬ 
ly operation that netted him millions, and the 
oe thing was protected by the CIA. This was 
dock for serving as a middleman in Oliver 
rtfs Iran/conira deals (see flit #34) and also in 
lope that he'd use his influence to secure the 
I eise of US hostages in Beirut. Al-Kassar's 
> onplice at the Frankfurt airport regularly sub- 
I tied a suitcase full of heroin for an identical suit- 
| 3 rherked onto a Pan Am flight to New York, 
hjor Charles McKee, a CIA agent charged with 
ling US hostages in Beirut, was outraged when 
:tard of the smuggling operation, and felt it 
Id jeopardize his mission. He complained bitter- 
othe CIA, but got only silence in reply, 
usively, and against CIA procedures, McKee 
Bur other members of his team decided to fly 
it and expose the deal with al-Kassar* Their 
t connected with Pan Am Flight. 103 in London, 
n December 20, 1989, a German government 
U in Frankfurt who was privy to the heroin 
ioticed that the switched suitcase being put 
?an Am Flight 103 looked completely differ- 
han it usually did. Aware that a bomb threat 
I taen made against the flight, he called his local 
contact and asked what was up. "Don't worry 
tit t w he was told. “Don't stop it. Let it go. ,T 
I hen Flight 103 left London, not only was the 
te team on board, but also a US Justice 
rirnent Nazi hunter and a UN diplomat medi- 
ooinflicts in southern Africa. South Africa's 
in minister was booked on the flight as well, 
ic-kily cancelled at the last minute. 
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When the plane blew up over Lockerbie, 
Scotland, killing 270 people, a team of CIA agents 
was on their way to the wreckage within the hour. 
Disguised as Pan Am employees, they removed 
evidence from the crash site, then later returned 
it (or something similar) to be rediscovered. 

Initial investigations focused on Syria and Iran , 
with the possible motive being revenge for an 
Iranian plane shot down by a US warship the p Devi¬ 
ous July. But when Syria's cooperation was needed 
during the Gulf War , the blame was shifted to our 
favorite whipping boy, Libya (see Hit #30). 

Pan Am conducted its own investigation, which 
uncovered the links to ahKassar. But it was unable 
to secure CIA documents on the ease, and lost, a 
massive lawsuit filed by the families of Flight 103 
victims. Soon after, it filed for bankruptcy. 
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t # 36 ; Afghanistan 

rig the Reagan years, the CIA ran nearly two 
in covert operations against various govern 
its. Of these, Afghanistan was by far the 
3 $t; it was, in fact, the biggest CIA operation 
1 time, both in terms of dollars spent ($5~$6 
on) and personnel involved. Yet it not only 
crated little controversy t but enjoyed strong 
rtisan support. That's because its main pur- 
was to “bleed* the Soviet Union, just as we 
been bled in Vietnam. 

*ior to the 1979 Russian invasion, Afghan- 
i was ruled by a brutal dictator. Like the 
ti bo ring Shah of Iran, he allowed the CIA to 
p radar installations in his country that were 
to monitor the Soviets, hi 1979, after sever’ 
Dzen Soviet advisors were massacred by 
tan tribesmen, the USSR sent in the Red 

p* 

le Soviets tried to install a pliable client 
mi e, wit1 1 ou1.1a ki n g Iocal a 11itud e s much into 
! unt. Many of the mu 11 ahs who controlled 
iks of Afghan territory objected to Soviet 
~ts to educate women and to institute land 
-m. Others, outraged by the USSR's attempts 
ppress the heroin trade, shifted their opera¬ 
te Pakistan {see Hit #22). 
for the CIA, its aim was simply to humiliate 
Soviets by arming anyone who would fight 
nst them. The agency funnelled cash and 
Mons to over a dozen guerrilla groups, many of 
had been staging raids from Pakistan years 
the Soviet invasion. Today, long after the 
b t Union left Afghanistan (and, in fact, has 
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ceased to exist), most of these groups are still 
Fighting each other for control of the country. 

Besides tossing billions of dollars into the con¬ 
flict, the CIA transferred sensitive weapons tech¬ 
nology to fanatical Muslim extremists, with 
consequences that will haunt the US for years to 
come. One notable veteran of the Afghan opera¬ 
tion is Slieik Abdel Rahman, famous for his role in 
the World Trade Center bombing. 

The CIA succeeded in creating chaos, but nev¬ 
er developed a plan for ending it. When the ten- 
year war was over, a million people were dead, 
and Afghan heroin had captured 60% of the US 
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it *37: South Pacific 

993, US citizens were shocked to learn that 
i government had performed nuclear experi¬ 
ls on innocent and unknowing test subjects. 
:ie residents of US-administered “trust territo- 
’ in the South Pacific, this was an old story; 
er since we nuked Japan in August 1945, the 
lad regarded the Pacific as an “American 
i." For years, both the US and France tested 
bar weapons and lobbed missiles at various 
tic islands under their “trusteeship *” hustling 
natives out of the way. 

mi e times natives were returned prematurely 
feir irradiated homelands, which resulted in 
defects and cancers. Not surprisingly, this 
j> particularly strong anti-nuclear sentiments 
iig the Pacific islanders. Also not surprisingly, 
CIA has do n e everyth i n g in its power to 
iter them. 

ie US has occupied the tiny island of Belau 
; World War 11 and, despite native calls for 
determination, is unlikely to depart anytime 
In 1979, the Belauans had the effrontery to 
the world's first anti-nuclear constitution, 
nee then, the US lias sponsored ten elections 
: unsuccessful effort to revise the document, 
lose the Pentagon wants to keep a military 
ion Belau for the next 30 years or so, there 
been endless beatings and assassinations of 
lan anti-nuclear activists, 
ie island nat ion ofKanaky {also known as 
Caledonia) has been occupied by French 
fis since a bogus 1987 election that “ratified” 
ich rule. Kanaky’s exiled resistance move- 
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mem receives support from the island nation of 
Vanuatu (formerly called New Hebrides), which 
has one of the most progressive governments in 
the Pacific. The CIA has been funnelling money 
into destabilizing Vanuatu, which it charges is the 
victim of "Libyan subversion." 

In Fiji, a pro-US government was replaced by □ 
progressive coalition in a 1987 election; less than 
a month later, a CIA-hacked coup deposed the 
elected government. CIA "coup experts,* includ¬ 
ing the head of the World Anti-Communist League 
(see Hit #32), were on hand before, during and 
after the coup. The new ruling junta purchased US 
helicopters to use against any Fijians who have the 
gall to imagine they have the right to elect 
whomever they please. 
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t #38: Crooked Banks 

e British bank examiners first shut down its 
on branch in 1991, BCCI (the Bank of Credit 
Commerce International) has become known 
he world’s crookedest bank”-—or, as CTA 
ctor Robert Gates called it, the Bank of 
ks and Criminals International. He, of all 
le, should know. 

iroughout its entire history, the CIA has set up 
lab orate shell game of “proprietaries" (front 
►anies), money-laundering operations and off- 
looks projects so complex that no outsider— 
tew insiders—could ever keep track of them. 

I was neither the first nor the last of these, 
important predecessor was the Nugan Hand 
(see 1 lit #22), which helped the CIA topple a 
;/ government in its host country, Australia, 
alized with booty from drug and weapons 
; in the last years of the Vietnam War, it 
;d finance agency operations in Angola and 
fiddle East . 

igan Hand’s board was loaded with spooks, 
ding for m e r Cl A Director Wil I i a m Colby, 
n Australian bank examiners dosed in on the 
in 1977, Nugan killed himself and Hand dis¬ 
armed with billions in depositors’ Funds. 
ie CIA flirted with a similar operation in 
iii, but eventually chose the Pakistan-based 
, It welcomed anyone with large amounts of 
lo launder, from narcotics traffickers to arms 
i a n Is, terror i sts t o gangst e r go ve r n tii e n is. 
turally, the CIA felt right at home. In fact, 
inner RCCI official claims to have been told 
he CIA, and Director Richard Helms in par- 
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ticular, actually started the bank, and that it 
“wasn’t a Pakistani bank at all,* 



Before collapsing, BCCI managed to facilitate} a 
host of CIA covert operations, notably Ge rge 
Bush's efforts to pump weapons to Sad am 
Hussein’s Iraq (see Hit #40) and Edwin YVlion’s 
“unauthorized” arming of Libya (see Hit #30) * 
Efforts to unravel al! of BCCFs mysterieswill 
never succeed. Its directors had the good sene to 
feather the nests of enough prominent US pliti- 
cians, of both parties, to ensure that any irivesiga- 
tion will be half-hearted at best. 

Not surprisingly, CIA-connected lobbyists iave 
worked to undermine any probe. Roughly $2ibil¬ 
lion of BCCI’s assets remain unaccounted for. 
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t # 39; Panama 

most ol'his life, Manuel Noriega got along very 
with the CIA, As far back as 1959, he was 
irting on Panamanian leftists to the Americans; 
966, he was on the CIA payroll. Despite—or 
be because of—Noriega's “perverse” treatment 
isoners, he was deemed worthy to be trained 
<e notorious School of the Americas (also 
vn as the “School of Dictators” or the “School 
^sassms"), run by the US Army in Panama City 
since moved to Ft. Benning, Georgia), 
s early as 1972 , reports of Noriega’s drug traf- 
ng irked the DEA, and the Slate Department 
plained ol'his dealings with other intelligence 
ices, notably those oflsrael and Cuba. Don't 
y, said the CIA—he's our boy. 

1976, Noriega paid a visit to CIA Director 
rgr Bu sh in Washing!on, Bush’s suecessor was 
comfortable with Noriega and took him off 
-IA payroll, but when Bush became vice-presi- 
in 1980, Noriega went back on, with a six-fig- 
mnual salary, 

1981, Panama's popular head of state, Omar 
’ijos, was killed in a plane crash; by 1983, 
ega had consolidated his control, in 1987, a 
1 Noriega aide corroborated what many sus- 
ed—Noriega had sabotaged Torrijos’ plane. 

1 CIA has also been linked to the assassina- 
, in 1955, of Panama's president, allegedly 
the approval of then-Vice-President Nixon), 
ithing Noriega did seemed to upset the CIA, Tf 
nuggled cocaine on contra supply planes (see 
#22, 33 & 34)...well, he wasn’t the only one. 
beheaded a political opponent who accused 
drug running.. .well, he was just being firm. 
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If he used violence and fraud to steal the 1 984 
Panamanian elections* * .well, vve couldn’t, have 
been more pleased with the outcome. 



By 198th however, the love affair was o ver, 
Noriega ha d ange re d h is handlers h y w a ffl i n g □ n 
his opposition to the Sandinistas in Nicaragua and 
he was showing other disquieting signs of disobe¬ 
dience. In December 1989, US troops invaded 
Panama to “arrest’* Noriega, slaughtering 2,000- 
4,000 innocent civ i I i an sin th e p ro cess. 

What changed after the invasion? Violet nee, 
fraud and drug trafficking continued unabated. 
But, unlike Noriega, Panama's new rulers K^inev 
how to follow orders, and agreed to reconsider t the 
Torrijos treaties, under which all US military kiiases 
in Panama would he shut down by the year S^OOO, 
(In 1994, Torrijos' and Noriega ’s old party wa ss vot¬ 
ed back in—so look for more CIA sabotage.) 
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t # 40 ; Iraq 

pdf War of early 1991 didn’t change much, 
old buddy, the despotic Emir of Kuwait, is 
on his throne. Our former buddy, Saddam 
loin, while knocked down a peg or two, is still 
fwer and as brutal as ever. Hundreds of thou- 
s of Iraqis are dead, hundreds of US veterans 
suffering from a mysterious disease, and the 
pan Gulf has been ravaged by the largest oil 
in history. The question naturally arises, 
I any of this have been avoided? 
pe whole dispute started because Kuwait was 
p.-drilling. Using equipment bought from 
bnal Security Council chief Brent Scowcroft’s 
company, Kuwait was pumping out some 
billion worth of oil from undemeath Iraqi ter- 
ly. Even the territory they were drilling from 
originally been Iraq's, Slant-drilling is enough 
t you shot in Texas, and it's certainly enough 
li r t a w ar in the M id east, 
fen so, this dispute could have been negotiat- 
ut it's hard to avoid a war when what you’re 
illy doing is trying to provoke a war. 
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The most famous example of that is the meeting 
between Saddam and the US Ambassador to Iraq, 
April Glaspie, five days before Ir aq invaded Ku¬ 
wait. As CIA satellite photos showed an Iraqi inva¬ 
sion force massing on the Kuwaiti border, Glaspie 
told Hussein that ‘"the US takes no position” on 
Iraq’s dispute with Kuwait. 

A few days later, during last-minute negotia¬ 
tions, Kuwait's foreign minister said: “We are not 
going to respond to [Iraq]—If they don't like it, 

lot them occupy our territory_We are going to 

bring in l ire Americans/’ The US reportedly 
encouraged Kuwait's attitude. 

Pitting the two countries against each other was 
nothing new. Back in 1989, CIA Director William 
Webster advised Kuwait's security chief to “lake 
advantage of the deteriorating economic situation 
in Iraq.,.to put pressure on [Iraq] /' At the same 
time, a CIA-linked think tank was advising 8ad- 
d a in t o p u 1 p rc s su re o n th e k i j wa i ti s, 

A month earlier, the Bush administration issued 
a secret directive that called for greater economic 
cooperation with Iraq. This ultimately resulted in 
billions of dollars of illegal arms sales to Saddn m, 

The Gulf War further destabilized the region And 
made Kuwait more dependent on us. US oil compa¬ 
nies can now exert more control over oil prices (and 
thus boost their profits). The US military gotan 
excuse ro build more bases in the region (which* Sau- 
di Arahia, for one, didn’t want) and the war'also 
helped justify the “need” to continue exorb it arm l lev¬ 
els of military spending. Finally, it sent a messa_getG 
Third World leaders about what they could exp»ectif 
they dared to step out of line. 
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it # 41 ; Haiti 

troops invaded Haiti five times, once staying 
[Jmost twenty years (1915-35). At the end of 
prolonged visit, during which we killed thou 
ks of Haitians for daring to relief we left the 
rtry in the hands of the local National Guard, 
f'dent that they’d carry on our good work, 
jom this arrangement emerged the Duvalier 
iy dynasty and their private terrorist force, 
n ache te-wi elding Ton to ns Macoul.es. “Pupa 
Duvalier (he was a medical doctor) also 
d on voodoo incantations and, during a 1959 
sing, the timely assistance of the US military, 
m Papa Doc died in 1971. his 19-year-old son, 
H Baby Doc, became "president-for-Iife.” 
Iroughout the blood-drenched rule of the Du- 
rs (nearly 100.000 killed by the Tontons Ma¬ 
ts alone), the US barely uttered a peep about 
in rights violations. In 1986, however, when 
vtame apparent that Baby Doc's presidency 
d not in fact be sustained for his entire life 
■ss he died soon), the Reagan administration 
iFted him to a retirement villa in France and 
'd talking about the "democratic process.” 
Tore that could begin, however, the Haitian 
Eary had to be further strengthened. CIA 
oy began flowing to Haiti, which had already 
US aid double during the Reagan years. The 
set up an antinarcotics service called—appro- 
.^ly—SIN ("national intelligence service”). As 
CIA man admitted, SIN used its millions in 
subsidies mainly to suppress popular move¬ 
rs by means of torture and assassination. Far 
combatting drugs, many SIN officers engage 
drug trade themselves. 
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In 1990, elections were finally allowed. Haitians 
stu n n e d t h e US b y r ej eet i n g t he ca ndidate we j) r e- 
ferred in favor of a left-wing Catholic priest, Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide. The Bush administration ould 
scarcely conceal its joy when Haiti's US-trained mil¬ 
itary deposed Aristide eight months later. 

When Bill Clinton took office, he offered ip 
service to the idea of returning Aristide to pow- 
e r * Even th i s hyp oc ri t i c a 1 p o stur i n g wa s t o o me I j 
for the CIA, who leaked a “psychological profile * 
that painted the courageous, dedicated Arislide 
as a “psychopath.” 

Endless waves of refugees, and US embarrass¬ 
ment over more than 4,000 killings by Haitian secu¬ 
rity forces, have led to even more vigorous US lip 
service. Bui. if history is any indication, the chances 
of a government coming to power that meetsihe 
needs of the Haitian people arc slim lo none. 
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t #42 : Yugoslavia 

bloodshed and chaos that have engulfed Yugo- 
a since its breakup have been portrayed as the 
table result of bottled-up ethnic tensions. But 
e’s considerable evidence that both the 
kup and the warfare were encouraged by Wes- 
intelligence services—including Germany's 
, the successor to the Gehlen Org (see Hit #1), 
Bvrmany’s interests in the region date to World 
II t when the Bosnians and Croats allied with 
sla/is against the Serbs, who the Nazis regard¬ 
s' u o termenschen (subhumans). After Ger- 
y reunified in 1989, it began to take a more 
nsionist attitude toward Eastern Europe, and 
tslaviu in particular. In 1990, it urged the Bush 
i nisi ration to help it dismantle Yugoslavia. 
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Bush was happy to comply, since the US had 
longstanding plans to overthrow Yugoslavia's gov 
eminent Yugoslavia had recently renounced the 
market-oriented “shock treatment” prescribed for 
Jl, which had been causing social unrest, so it was a 
prime candidate for further destabilization. 

The Germans encouraged Croatia to secede 
from Yugoslavia, and Bosnia soon followed, 
Germany immediately recognized the new nations, 
forcing the hand of the European Community, 
which had wanted to take a more cautious 
approach. The new Croatian state adopted tin? flag 
and anthem of its WWII Nazi puppet regime—and, 
in some cases, the same personnel. 

Virulently fascist Croats had long been active in 
the World Anti-Communist League (see Hit #32) 
and other exile groups nurtured by the CIA. Many 
Eastern European Nazis had gone on to work with 
the CIA, either in the US or in covert operations 
abroad. With the collapse of Communism in 
Eastern Europe, many of these aging chick.ens 
came home to roost. Neofascist movements arc 
active in Lithuania, Hungary and Romania, as well 
as in much of Western Europe (notably Italy). 

Despite an official arms embargo against Croatia 
and Bosnia, Western powers immediately began 
covertly arming them, which would have b ecn 
impossible without the knowledge and acquies¬ 
cence of the CIA and the BND, Mercenaries from 
Britain, Germany and the US are said to be serving 
alongside the Croat militias—a sure sign of an ongo¬ 
ing covert operation. In fact, in 1994, the CIA 
opened a new base in Albania to monitor t.r«op 
movements and “potential targets. " 
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Sources 

ed on lvvo sources more than others: William Blum's indis- 
hle overview The CM: A Forgotten History (Zed Books, 

). referred to below simply as Blum, and the past fifteen 
p of Covert Action Information Bulletin, a vital periodical 
known simply as Covert Action (1500 Massachusetts Ave 
#732, Washington DC 20005), referred to below as CAIB. 

At a rk Zepez&uer 

11: It.lL Cook ridge, Gehlen: Spy of the Century, Random 
e, 1971; Carl Oglesby, "The Secret Treaty of Fort Hunt,” 

$ #35 (Fall 1990); Charles Higham, Trading With the En- 
Delacorte, 1983; Ladislus Farago, Aftermath, Avon, 1974. 
-2: Warren Hinekle, "The CIA's 'secret army’ activity in 
L” San Francisco Examiner, ! 1/22/90; Patrice Claude, 
mge tale of terrorism, sabotage shakes Italy," San Francisco 
Uicfe, 1 1/14/90; William Scobie, “Secret army's war on the 
I London Observer, 11/1£V9Q. I Jit #3: Blum, Ch. 9. Hit #4: 
ben Kinzer, Bitter Fruit: The Untold St.oiy of the American 
' in Guatemala, Anchor, 1983; Blum, Ch. 10. Hit #5: Walter 
art, Operation Mind Control , Dell, 1978; John Marks, The 
17?/or the Manchurian Candidate, Dell, 1979. Hit #6: Blum, 
£6 & 42. J lit #7: Michael Beschloss, Mayday . Eisenhower * 
shehev and the U-2 Affair, Harper & Row, 1986: Fletcher 
ty, JFK: 77m CM, Vietnam and the Plot to Assassinate John 
pmiedy, Birch Lane, 1992. Hit #8: Warren Ilinckle & 
ptm Tur ner, Deadly Secrets: The ClA-MaJia War Against 
ro and the Assassination of JFK , Thunder’s Mouth, 1992; 
L Ch. 30, Hit #9: Philip Melanson, Spy Saga: f ee Harvey 
L dd and US Intelligence, Fraeger, 1990; Jim Marrs, Cross- 
TTio Plot That Killed Kennedy, Carroll & Graf, 1989. Hit 
Marilyn 13. Young, The Vietnam Wars 1945-1990, Harper 
rinial, 1991, Hit #1 It Blum, Ch. 29. Hit #12: Karl Evanzz, 
fndas Factor ; The Plot to Kill Malcolm X , Thunders Mouth, 
L Hit #13: Blum, Ch, 14 8. 31. Hit #14: Blum, Ch. 3 & 35. 
M o: Philip Melanson, Who Killed Martin Luther King?, 
plan, 1993; CAIB #34 (Summer 1990). Hit #18: Philip 
ns on, Who Killed Robert Kennedy?, Odonian, 1993; VVlI- 
Turner & Jonn Christian, The Assassination of Robert F. 
i edy, Thunder's Mouth, 1993; Robert. Morrow, 77ie Senator 
i Die, Bound table, 1988. Hit #17: Blum, Ch. 34. Hit #18: 
Lg (see Hit #10); Blum, Ch. 19. Hit #19: William Shawcross, 
bftow; Xixon, Kissinger and the Destruction of Curnbodia , 
n and Schuster, 1979; Blum, Ch. 20. Hit #20: Blum, Ch. 21, 
i21: Verne Lyon, "The History of Operation Cl LAOS,” CAfB 
(Summer 1990). Hit #22: Alfred McCoy, The Politics of 
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thrum in Southeast Asm, Harper Colophon, 1973; Peter Dale 
ScoU & Jonathan Marshall, Cocaine Politics? University of 
California, 1992. Hit #23: Jim Hougan, Secret Agenda: Water 
gate? Deep Throat and the CM. Random House, 1984; Deborah 
Davis, Katherine the Great: Katherine Graham and the Hash 
ingtun Post? Harcnurt Brace Jovanovitch, 1979; Ten Colodny St 
Robert Getteliri, Silent Coup: The Removal of a President, St. 
Martins, 1991. Hit #24: Carl Bernstein, “The CIA and the 
Media/ Rolling Stone, 10/20/77. Hit #23: John Stockweil, In 
Search of Enemies, \ orton, 1978; Blum, Ch. 41. Hit #26: Donald 
breed Si Fred Landis, Death in Washington: The Murder of 
Orlando Letelier , Laurence Hill, 1980. Hit #27: Mark Perr y, The 
Lust Days of the CIA. Wm, Morrow, 1992. Hit #28: John Judge, 
lire Black Hole of Guyana/ in Secret and Suppressed, edited hv 
uJim Keith, Feral House, 1993. Hit #29: Barbara Honneger, Oc¬ 
tober Surprise, Tudor. 1989; Robert Parry, Trick or Treason. 
Sheridan Square, 1993. Hit #30; Jac k Anderson, Masco, l imes 
Books, 1983; John M. Blair, The Control of Oil , Vintage Books, 
I97B; Peter Maas, Manhunt, Random House, 1988. George 
Tremlett, Gadaffi: The Desert Mystic, Carroll & Graf, 1993. Hit 
#31: Ellen Kay Si Bill Schaap, “LS Crushes Caribbean Jewel/ 
CAIB #20 (Winter 1984); Blum, Ch. 43. Hit #32: Blum, Ch. 48: 
Scott St Jon Lee Anderson, Inside the League , Dodd, Mead, 

J 988. Raymond Bonner, Weakness and Deceit, Times Books 
1984. Hit #33: Peter Kombluh, Vica rttgun: The Price of Inter¬ 
vention. IPS, 1987; Leslie Cockburn, Out of Control. Atlantic 
Monthly Press, 1987. Hit #34; Theodore Draper, A Very Thin 
Line? Mill and Wang, 1991; Doug Vaughn, "Walsh's Final Iran* 
Contra Report/' CAIB #48, (Spring 1994). Hit #35: Maggie 
Muhar, Unwitting Accomplices? / Hamms. 12/17/90, Roy Row¬ 
an, “Pan Am 103: Why Did They Die?" Time> 427/92; Jeff Jones, 
The Bombing of Pan Am 103/ CASH #34 (Summer 1990). Hit 
#36: “Under the Bush with the CIA” (interview with John Stock 
well), ZMagazine, September 1989. Hit #37: Glen Alcaiay, 
“Bombed, robbed, relocated, irradiated by US, France,” Nation¬ 
al Guardian (US), 11/23/87; CAIB #29 (Winter 1988). Hit #38; 
Jonathan Kwitny, 1 he Crimes of Patriots, Touch stone Books, 
1988; Mark Potts, Dirt\> Money: Pie World's Sleaziest Bank, 
National Press, 1992: Jack Calhoun, “BCD: Bank of the CIA/ 
CAIB #44 (Spring 1993). Newsweek, 12.7/92. Hit #39: Inde¬ 
pendent Commission of Inquiry on the US Invasion of Panama, 
J7?e US Invasion of Panama: The Truth behind Operation “Just 
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